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Reading #1 questions
1. What were the Aztec also known as? 
A. Tacubans
B. Texcoco 
C. Mexica
D. None of the above

2. What did the priests view as a sign to settle?
A. Eagle holding a snake 
B. Snake holding a moon
C. Eagle holding a turtle
D. None of the above

Clue #1
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The Aztecs were known as the Mexica.  
They were an empire in central Mexico when 
Spanish conquistadors arrived in America.  The 
Aztec civilization was a powerful society that 
dominated central Mexico from 1428 to 1521.

Aztec refers to the people of Tenochtitlan.  
Tenochtitlan was an island-city located in Lake 
Texcoco. The location of the capital was picked 
by priests because they saw an eagle holding a 
snake while standing on a cactus. They viewed 
this as a sign to settle.

The first ruler of the Aztecs was named 
Acamapichtli.  The Aztecs called their ruler the 
Tlatoani which means "speaker." Aztecs believed 
their rulers were chosen by the gods and held the 
divine right to rule the land.

In 1428, the Aztec Empire formed a triple 
alliance between the Aztecs, Texcocans and 
Tacubans. Montezuma I, a popular ruler, ruled 
from 1440 to 1469 and greatly expanded the 
Aztec Empire.  The Aztecs were an elite 
militaristic empire centered in Central Mexico.



Reading #2 questions

Clue #2

The highly advanced Aztec society included 

farmers and craftsman that excelled in trade and 

commerce.  The Aztec loved art, poetry and 

music.  The common people, or middle class, of 

the Aztec society were called the macehualtin.  

There were many different social classes.

Items were bought and sold with cacao 

beans and a cotton cloth called quachtli.  The 

Aztec diet was mostly maize which is similar to 

corn.  The maize was used to make tortillas.  

Other foods included beans, fish, squash, insects, 

honey and snakes. 

Aztecs played a game called tlachtli.  The 

players knocked a rubber ball back and forth on a 

stone court.  The losers of the game were often 

killed.  The Aztec culture believed in practicing 

human sacrifice.  The Aztecs believed the blood 

from human sacrifices would help the sun rise 

each day. The powerful priests had to ensure 

the gods were given the human sacrifices. 

True or false: Circle the answer.
3. The Aztec diet was mostly maize which is 

similar to pasta.

True         False

4. The powerful priests had to ensure the gods 

were given the human sacrifices. 

True         False

5. The Aztec loved art, poetry and music. 

True         False
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Aztecs held a festival called Xiuhmolpilli to

prevent the world from ending every…
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Final code certificate

©Think Tank Too 2020

Th
is

 c
er

ti
fi

ca
te

 g
oe

s 
to

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

Fo
r 

do
in

g 
th

ei
r 

be
st

 
at

 s
ol

vi
ng

 p
uz

zl
es

 
a

nd
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e 

bo
x!The number found in 

Puzzle #1.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 50.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 1486.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 75.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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L=L I=I E=E

N=N S=s H=H

T=T R=R D=D

F=F O=O A=A

T


