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The American Revolution was over. The colonies
were in an economic depression with a lot of debt
(money owed). Shays’ Rebellion, for example, showed
that the Articles of Confederation were weak and
that the nation needed to be united. Federalists
wam‘ed to add ress these concerns.
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Having just fought Bﬁfain’s rule in the American :
Revolution, some colonists (Federalists) wanted to
maintain independence and rebelled against a
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Anti-Federalists were led by politicians including
Patrick Henry and were mostly from Massachusetts,
New York, and Virginia. In addition to Patrick Henry,
other Anti-Federalists included Samuel Adams, James
Monroe, Thomas Jefferson, George Mason, Richard
Henry Lee, Robert Yates, Mercy Otis Warren, George
Clinton, Melancton Smith, Arthur Fenner, James
Winthrop, and Luther Martin.
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