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Before
Reading

Statement After
Reading

T    F The War of 1812 ended in 1812. T    F

T    F U..S. soldiers were being forced to join the British 
Royal Navy.

T    F

T    F The British believed the U.S. wanted to take over 
Canada.

T    F

T    F Over half the British forces were U.S. volunteers. T    F

T    F The British bombed Fort McHenry for 25 days. T    F

T    F The Battle of New Orleans occurred after the 
treaty was signed.

T    F

T    F A result of the War of 1812 was three boundary 
changes.

T    F

T    F The Battle of Lake Erie occurred in 1813. T    F

T    F Frances Scott Key wrote the Pledge of Allegiance. T    F

War of 1812 Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

When the war of 1812 began the British 
had 600 ships and the United States only 

had eighteen.
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War of 1812

© Think Tank

The War of 1812 was fought between the United States and Great Britain 
and settled issues that were left unresolved during the Revolutionary War. It 
is sometimes referred to as the "Second War of Independence”, “the 
Revolutionary War Part II” and “The Forgotten War.”

There were several causes of the War of 1812 such as disagreements 
over shi pping and trade. Native Americans were being supported and armed 
by the British in an effort to stop the US from expanding west. U.S. soldiers 
were being forced to join the British Royal Navy. The British also believed the 
United States wanted to takeover Canada. The United Kingdom was al ready at 
war with Napoleon of France. 

The war was fought from 1812 to 1815 on both land and sea. During the 
War of 1812 , more soldiers died from disease than from battle. At the time, 
Britain was at al ready at war with France. Britain tried to inter fere with trade 
between America and France. Britain placed trade restrictions on the United 
States because they did not want them to trade with France. The U.S. fel t the 
trade restrictions were illegal under international law. Both the British and the 
French thought American shi ps were providing the other side with weapons, 
supplies and food. America declared war on Great Britain on June 18, 1812.

U.S. military leaders included Andrew Jackson, Winfield Scott, Henry 
Dearborn, and William Henry Harrison. The United Kingdom was led by George 
IV and Robert Jenkinson. British military leaders included Isaac Brock, Gordon 
Drummond, and Charles de Salaberry.  

The United States declared war on the United Kingdom in June of 1812 
and attacked the British colony of Canada. The United States believed that 
Canadians would be on their side but they were wrong. The US soldiers were 
inexperienced and easily defeated by the British. The British had a small, well 
trained army in Canada with Nati ve American allies. The Nati ve American 
tribes were under the Shawnee leadership of Chief Tecumseh. Over hal f of 
the British forces were Canadian volunteers because most British soldiers 
were fighting Napoleon of France. At the time, Napoleon Bonaparte, the French 
Emperor, was trying to conquer Europe and build a great empire. 

In 1813, the Battle of Lake Erie occurred. Oli ver Hazard Perry, an 
American leader, led his troops to victory. This victory gave America control of 


