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Before the Transcontinental Railroad

Thomas Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark to explore and
map the wild west. Then came westward expansion
and the Oregon, Santa Fe, and California Trails. Many
settlers traveled west during the gold rush. They
wanted gold, riches, and adventure. Some railroads
were already built but tracks were different sizes, so
nothing was connected. Discussions of a
transcontinental railroad began in 1830 with Asa
Whitney.
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President Abraham Lincoln proposed a railroad
nefwork to connect to California. He signed the
Pacific Railroad Act into law in 1862. Travel in the
mid-1800s meant long, stressful, and expensive frips.
This covld take months. Wagon train, stagecoach,
and foot were the most common ways of traveling.
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The rail crews included immigrants, former soldiers
from the Civil War, and Americans looking for a jab.
Union Pacific workers were primarily Irish laborers.
Marmons built much of the track in Utah. Central
Pacific workers were Chinese immigrants. The Chinese
were hard workers and required less pay because

they were very poor in China. They earned $25 a
month. White men, however, received $35 a month

plus a place to live and food to eat. The Chinese
were not dllowed to become citizens, own property,
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