
Words to Know
Crucial – very important
Economy – system in which an area makes money 

Currency – money

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

The population was also an essential part of why the 
American Industriali zation was so big. The population was 
growing considerably and in just thi rty years – the 
population grew by 72 million people. Many immigrants 
were coming in so there was never a lack of workers.  
Many of these workers were willi ng to tolerate hard 
conditions including l ow pay because they had more 
opportunities, weal th and freedom in the United States. 

Finally, the government contributed to the Industrial 
Revolution by gi ving large land grants to business owners 
and creating a national currency. It meant that every place 
used the same type of payment.  

Some of the large tycoons, or very successful 
businessmen, at the time were Andrew Carnegie, J.P. 
Morgan and John D. Rockefeller. Andrew Carnegie owned a 
steel empire. J.P. Morgan controlled financing. John D. 
Rockefeller became the richest man in history as he 
controlled the oil industry.

The Industrial Revolution was not without its 
problems. The most prevalent was the treatment of 
workers. Workers worked long hours with few safety 
precautions and often got hurt on the job. Workers formed 
unions in order to gain rights as a worker. 

The American Industrial Revolution was a time of rapid growth in businesses and 
the economy in the United States. It took place from the Civil war until the very early 
1900s. 

The American Industrial Revolution began during the Civil War. There were several 
things that caused the Industrial Revolution to grow rapidly. The fi rst reason was more 
modern technology such as the telegraph and the rail road. Rail roads made it easier for 
products to be shi pped across the country. 

The United States’ geography was crucial in this growth. The United States had many 
natural resources such as coal, i ron and oil. There was also access to water and later coal. 
Water and coal were used for power during this time. Once the country became too large 
to build industries, trains were making it more and more possible to transport materials. 

Industrial  Revolution

Why did immigrants accept 
the harsh conditions?

When did the revolution 
begin and end?

Who were the most 
successful tycoons?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

Jobs
Technology
Immigrants
Railroad
Timber
Goods
Telegraph
Population
factory

Word search

What percent of the population were immigrants?

What helped to power factories?

What all owed people to communicate quicker?

Fill in the blank

30 40 50

Coal and water Coal and timber Timber and water

Stenograph Megaphone Telegraph

Technology did not play an important 
role in the success of the American 
Industrial Revolution. 

In 1870, the United States produced 
only a thi rd of what Eng land 
produced. 

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

The United States was able to grow for ______________________ main 
reasons. 

Immigrants were willi ng to work many di fferent jobs at factories, mill s, on the 
rail road and in ____________________________________. 

Causes of the industrial revolution
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Words to Know
Ruthless – having no compassion for others
Finance – management of large sums of money

Tycoons – weal thy businessmen

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

John D. Rockefeller is known for being the leader 
in the oil industry. He would l ower his prices so low that 
the competition could not compete. This sometimes 
temporarily meant l osing money, but as he had more 
money to begin with eventually his competition would be 
struggling or go bankrupt and he would buy them. 
Bankrupt means not having enough money to pay bill s. 
Once the competition was no longer in business, John D. 
Rockefeller would raise his prices.

A thi rd tycoon was J.P. Morgan. J.P. Morgan was in 
finance. He was considered one of the best bankers of 
all time. He helped finance companies. He would gi ve 
money to companies in exchange for ownership of part 
of the company. He invested in Andrew Carnegie’s 
company, US Steel. He also invested in Western Union 
and General Electric. General Electric was a famous 
power company.  

Many of these men are complex people. They were 
successful businessmen. However, they were ruthless. 
They would do anything to succeed in business. In thei r 
later years, they gave money to universities and arts, but 
they also allowed thei r workers to struggle. 

There were several tycoons during the American Industrial Revolution. A tycoon 
is someone who is successful in business. Three of the most well-known tycoons of 
the era were Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and J.P. Morgan.  

Andrew Carnegie was a tycoon in the steel industry. He immigrated to the 
United States as a child. His family did not have a lot of money. However, he was 
successful at his fi rst job and found more and more success until he became the 
leader of the steel industry. Steel was very popular at that time because it was used 
for the rail road and also for making many taller buildings that were being put up in the 
cities. To keep his prices low, Andrew Carnegie bought up various companies that 
helped him make his products cheaply. For example, he bought the rail roads in order to 
ship material more cheaply.

tycoons

Who was Andrew 
Carnegie?

Who was John D. 
Rockefeller?

How did Morgan help 
finance companies?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

Children
Conditions
Working
Apartment
Families
Hours
Strike
Unions
muckraker

Word search

Who wrote The Jung le ?

How many people died each year due to the working conditions?

When was the Homestead Steel Strike?  

Fill in the blank

Carnegie Sinclai r Hoover

35 , 000 45 , 000 55 , 000

1890 1892 1894

In the end, heal th code regulations 
were never put in place to make 
better working conditions.

The owners of the companies and 
manager were always punished for 
the poor working conditions of 
children. 

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

To fight against harsh working conditions, ___________________________ 
were formed.

It was not uncommon for children to be working when they were only 
__________________________ years old. 

The workers
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