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f INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

' The Amerlcn Industrial Revolution was a time of rapid growth in businesses and
the economy J nited States. It took place from the Civil war until the very early

A00s.
@ dustrial Revolution began during the Civil War. There were severdl
thi lsed ndustrial Revolution to grow rapidly. The first reason was more

e telegraph and the rdilroad. Railroads made it easier for
products to be shippe he country.

The Unitedds phy was crucidl in this growth. The United States had many
as co,

growing conside
population grew ill . infoi Underline the “Words fo
ing i Know” found in the

passage. (see bottom)

opportunities, wealth and freedo

Finally, the government ¢ ? Something you have a

question about

used the same type of payment.

Some of the large tycoons, or veay succes
businessmen, at the time were Andre¥ gPp.
Morgan and John D. Rockefeller. Andre gie owned @
steel empire. JP. Morgan controlled financ ohn D.
Rockefeller became the richest man in histolNas hg
controlled the oil industry.

The Industrial Revolution was not withou
problems. The most prevalent was the treatment o
workers. Workers worked long hours with few safety
precautions and often got hurt on the job. Workers formed
unions in order to gain rights as a worker.

WORDS TO KNOW
Crucial — very important

Currency — money
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4 CAUSES OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

CHECK THE CORRECT ANSWER

50

Timber and water

Telegraph

In 1870, the United States produced
only a third of what England
Industrial l?evol

TRUE . TRUE FALSE

The United States was ablé
reasons.

Immigrants were willing to wor
railroad and in
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! TYCOONS

There wega several tycoons during the American Industrial Revolution. A tycoon
is someone successful in business. Three of the most wellknown tycoons of
the erg AnC Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and JP. Morgan.

: jJie was a tycoon in the steel industry. He immigrated fo the

J $ i Id His family did not have a lot of money. However he was
accessful @
leader of the stee ’ eel was very popular at that time because it was used

’ 1king many faller buildings that were being put up in the
drew Carnegie bought up various companies that
. For example, he bought the railroads in order to

SYMBOLS

Underline the “Words to
Know” found in the
passage. (see bottom)

Once the competition was no | f . || ? Something you have a
Rockefeller would raise his pr§ question about
A third tycoon was JP. . JP. Morgan was

finance. He was considered one of the best bankeg Something that
all time. He helped finance companiegdile wo '

money fo companies in exchange fo P ot part

of the company. He invested in Andre egie's

company, US Steel. He also invested in W n Unig

and General Electric. General Electric was ®amg

power company.

Many of these men are complex people.

successful businessmen. However, they were ru

They would do anything o succeed in business. In

later years, they gave money to universities and arts, but

they also allowed their workers to struggle.

WORDS TOKNOW
Ruthless — having no compassion for others
Finance — management of large sums of money § {3 did Morgan help

Tycoons — wealthy businessmen ores 7o, || finGNCE companies?
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THE WORKERS

CHECK THE CORRECT ANSWER

Sinclair Hoover

year due to the working conditions?
55,000

18

The owners of the companies and
manager were always punished for

he poor working conditions of
children.

TRUE FALSE

To fight against harsh wor
were formed.

It was not uncommon for childrg
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