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Kublai Khan was born in Mongolia in 1215, no one
knows the exact date. Genghis Khan was his
grandfather and the ruler of the Mongol Empire. The
Mongols had come to power in China by sheer force.
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n 1252, Mongke ordered Kublai to attack the Yunnan
province and conquer the Dali Kingdom. Kublai
spent over a year preparing for his first military
campaign. Although it took three years, by the end
of 1256 Kublai had conquered Yunnan. Kublai
continued to expand the empire due to his
advanced military skills.
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 Khan made improvements to roads and canals,

practiced religious tolerance and used paper money

f called chao to trade and expand in the West. He
b encouraged foreign trade along the Silk Road. The
. Silk Road was a trade route that went from China to
 Eastern Europe used by Marco Polo and other trade
merchants. Khan’s people were free to choose their
own spiritual beliefs. Islam, Buddhism and LB
Shamanism (religion of the Mongols) became
mmorn‘y rellglons
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