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Francis Drake was born in Tavistock, England.
Historians believe he was born between 1540 and 1544.
His father, Edmund Drake, was a farmer and a minister

for the English navy. The Drake family lived near the
sea where Francis worked with a merchant sailor who
traded goods with France.
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In the 1560s, Drake set sail on his first expedition
B with his cousin John Hawkins. Drake was the
. captain of a ship named ‘Judith’. In total, there
.~ were six ships on the voyage. They sailed to Africa
4 to negotiate or steal from illegal slave traders.
.. They would then sell the acquired enslaved persons
- to New Spain.
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Drake was part of the transatlantic slave trade until

1568. The enslaved persons were sold at a Spanish
port until Spanish warships attacked Drake’s fleet.
The act of selling enslaved persons was forbidden
by the Spanish authorities. Drake and his ship were
able to escape, but the act made him furious
with Spain.
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