
Magna Carta



By signing the Magna 
Carta, King John agreed to 
a limited government.

Most of the English 
barons did not like King 
John and thought he was 
a tyrant. 

The Magna Carta was 
designed to try balance 
the power between the 
King and his people.

A feudal system was used 
in England to set up rules 
and order.

Powerful nobles ruled 
large areas of land called 
moats.



What was the Magna 
Carta also known as?

Where was Runnymede?

By signing the document, King 
John agreed to a _____ 
government.

In 1225, a new version was 
issued by _____ which became 
the final version. 

How long did the original 
Magna Carta last?

What were large land areas 
ruled by nobles called? 

Great Charter





A ______ was given his land directly from 
the king. Powerful nobles ruled large areas 

of land called ______. In return for the 
king's protection and land rights, the 

barons would pay him with soldiers and 
______. A baron’s job was to maintain an 
army that was at the king's service when 

needed. If the barons did not have an 
_____, they could be taxed by the king. 
This tax was called ______ money. To 

finance the ongoing war with France, the 
king kept demanding more taxes and more 
soldiers. By ____, King John's armies were 

defeated in France and the barons had 
enough of King John's high taxes. The 

nobles were ______. They put on their 
armor and gathered a force of nobles. In 
May of 1215, 40 barons broke their ties to 

the king and _______ an army. They 
ended up taking over _______ by force.

baron

angry

London

army

taxes

formed

1215

shield

fiefs



Harsh ruler Tyrant

A thin material made 
from animal skin

An obligation that 
cannot be broken

Large areas of land

Not taking sides

No one is above the 
law
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Do you think the Magna Carta 
only benefitted the upper class? 
Explain your answer.

Why was the original Magna Carta a 
failure?

How did the Magna Carta 
influence the Founding Fathers?

Why did the Barons and King 
John meet at Runnymede?
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