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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
In Rome, Italy, you might receive a fine for not 

recycling.
T    F

T    F
Glass is hand sorted based upon thickness.

T    F

T    F
Recycling increases greenhouse gas emissions.

T    F

T    F
The Earth is over 4.6 billion years old.

T    F

T    F
Plastics are ground down into flakes for recycling.

T    F

T    F
People are causing a great deal of damage to the 

Earth.
T    F

T    F
The United States makes up 20% of the world’s 

population.
T    F

T    F
Batteries should be recycled in order to remove 

harmful chemicals.
T    F

T    F
Recycling helps fight climate change.

T    F

Recycling Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

Recycling just one aluminum can saves
enough energy to power a TV

for three hours.
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Recycling

© Think Tank

The Earth is over 4.6 billion years old. However, in the most 
recent years, people are causing a great deal of damage to the Earth. 
Many people recycle as a way to reduce their impact on the 
environment. Recycling reduces the energy we use, improves the air 
and water quality, fights climate change and reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Recycling is the process of taking garbage or used materials and 
converting them into a new, useful product or material. Many 
materials can be recycled such as glass, plastic, paper, rubber, tires, 
metals, electronics and cloth.

When people recycle, they usually place the recyclable 
materials in a bin and leave it on the street curb. Some places buy 
your recyclables for a price. You might also visit a drop off center 
where you can turn in your recyclables.

Many communities require their residents to recycle materials 
using large blue bins. The recyclables are picked up just like the 
garbage. In Rome, Italy, if you do not separate your garbage and 
recyclables, you could be fined $800. Switzerland has one of the 
highest recycling rates in the world.

The average American creates over four and half pounds of 
trash per day! The United States makes up just 5% of the world’s 
population but produces over 30% of the world’s waste. Roughly 
75% of the trash in the United States could be recycled, but only 30% 
is actually recycled. 

Recycling collection centers sort the items and send them to the 
appropriate recycling facility. The recycling process is different for 
each type of material, so the materials must be sorted. Paper 
products that can be recycled include paper, newspapers, cardboard, 
magazines and books. These paper products can be recycled into
reusable products. 

Once the old paper is taken to the paper mill it is chopped and 


