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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
Sumerian writing was called cuneiform.

T    F

T    F
Today, the area of ancient Mesopotamia is known 

as Mexico.
T    F

T    F
Mesopotamia in Greek means "land between the 

mountains". 
T    F

T    F
The laws Hammurabi had written were called 

Hammurabi’s code.
T    F

T    F
Mesopotamia was nicknamed the cradle of 

civilization.
T    F

T    F
The Babylonian god was called Mukduk.

T    F

T    F
Assyrians were traders and nomads.

T    F

T    F
Sumerians created instruments made from gold 

and wood. 
T    F

T    F
The Hittites defeated old Babylon.

T    F

Ancient Mesopotamia Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?

©
  T

hi
nk

 T
an

k 
20

20
 

Did  you 
know?

Babylon was located on the banks of the 
Euphrates River.
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Ancient Mesopotamia

© Think Tank

The very fi rst ci vili zation known to man was Ancient Mesopotamia.  
Mesopotamia in Greek means "land between the ri vers," which was the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers. Today, this area in the Middle East is known as Iraq. The 
Sumerian, Babylonian, and Assyrian empires were all part of Mesopotamia 
from 3500 BC to 612 BC.  

For the fi rst time, cities developed, governments were created, and 
people learned to write. It was nicknamed the "Cradle of Civili zation." 
Mesopotamia included various people and languages. The land was per fect for 
producing crops with its fertile and rich soil, rainfall, and warm climate, 
all owing new settlements. From there, the world's fi rst cities grew. Society, 
laws, and kings were common.  

Sumer was the fi rst ci vili zation “born” between 4000 BC and 3000 BC.  
Sumer had 12 major city-states (cities), the most famous being Kish, Uruk, Ur, 
and Lagash. Over time, Sumerians created the fi rst government and invented 
writing, called cunei form. Other notable inventions include the wheel, sailboat, 
plow, frying pans, razors, cosmetics, harps, kil ns, hammers, and axes. The  
Sumerians belong to four di fferent classes: priests, upper class, l ower class, 
and enslaved persons. 

The Sumerian artisans made intricate mosaics, jewel ry, helmets, harps, 
and pottery. They also created musical instruments made from bone and 
wood.  Details were important, which led this ci vili zation to write everything 
down. An interesting tidbit - only boys were all owed to go to school.  

The region north of Sumer was Akkad. Akkad's ruler, named Sargon, 
conquered Sumer and created the fi rst empi re in the world. For the fi rst time, 
Sumer city-states became united. The language shi fted from Sumerian to 
Akkadian, which remained throughout much of Mesopotamia.

Sumerians buil t massive temples called ziggurats to honor the gods. 
These huge structures with giant steps stood in the center of town. Religious 
festivals were held on top of the ziggurats. Generally, the ziggurat was happy 
and busy. Following the Sumerians and Akkadians came the Babylonians from 
Babylon. The Amorites conquered Mesopotamia, and power shi fted to Babylon.  
Babylon had two di fferent empires - Old Babylonian (around 1600 BC) and New 
Babylonian empires. The Hittites defeated old Babylon, but Babylonians 
regained power in the 6th century BC. Babylon means "gate to the gods”.


