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" ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ANTICIPATION GUDE ~*:&:

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complefe the left column before

o

oW 900

the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after
inish the reading. Did any of your answers change?

STATEMENT AFTER

READING
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n writing was called cuneiform.

ea of ancient Mesopofomia is known

urabi written were called

Hamp pi’s code.

e cradle of

Me potamig nicknags

The Bak

duk.

qod was called

A

d homads.

Assyrions weahtrads

Sumerians created in aents 0 .
and w¥od, a
The Hittites defeated Babylo

DID YOU Babylon was located &
KNOW? Euphrates Riy
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'ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

The very irst civilization known to man was Ancient Mesopotamia.
eek means "land between the rivers,” which was the Tigris
s. Today, this area in the Middle East is known as Iraq. The
n, and Assyrian empires were all part of Mesopotamia

as nicknamed the “Cradle of Civilization”
s people and languages. The land was perfect for
tile gnd rich soil, rainfall, and warm climate,
ere, the world's first cities grew. Society,

ivilizatioggworn® between 4000 BC and 3000 BC.
1 ZITY-SYe (Citie e most famous beina Kish AK
e, Sum&Pians craf the first government and invented
writing, called cune@n. Other ng inventions include the wheel, sailboat,
plow, frying pans, raZ@Ps, cosme arps, kilas hammers, and axes. The
Sumerians belona to four diffg clgs s, ubper class. lower class.
and enslaved persons.

The Sumerian artisanSEEEE intricate mosa e welry, helmets, harps,
and pottery. They also created musical instrurg  from bone and
wood. Details were important, whigh led the 1zatio® tovrite everything
down. An inferesting tidbit - only O allowed tog school.

<& region north of Sumer waSiRag—Akkad gy, (ed Sargon
conquered Sumer and created the fir S Diredl orld. e first time,
Sumer city-states became united. The lang If om Sumegian to
Akkadian, which remained throughout muc esopoNria.

imerians builtf massive temples calleds irats 1o hop@he qods. |

These huge structures with giant steps stood iN\gR& centerOwWn. Religious
festivals were held on top of the ziggurats. Generally, thg@ucak was happy
and busy. Following the Sumerians and Akkadians carg ians fre
Babylon. The Amorites conauered Mesopotamia, and p& Sl fod :
=abvlon had two different empires - Old Babylonian (arougs and New;
Babylonian empires. the Hittites defeated old Babylon, but & ohians
regained power in the 6" century BC<Babylon means "gate fo the gods=
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