
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.

Mesopotamia means “the land between rivers.” Ancient Mesopotamia refers to the 

land in the Middle East (Southwest _______________) between the Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers. Because of its location between the rivers, the soil was very fertile 

(good for crops). The two rivers flowed into the Persian Gul f which is also known as 

“The Fertile Crescent.” Mesopotamia is often called the "Cradle of Civili zation" because it 

is where the fi rst ________________________________ was born. A civili zation is a 

group of people with their own systems and ways of li fe. Today, this land is located 

mostly in the country of Iraq and partly in Iran, Turkey, and Syria. 

Early settlers set up their homes in villages and towns in Mesopotamia around the 

year 4000 BC. With the great soil for growing _____________, they began to learn the 

process of farming. The towns grew bigger as more people came, and they soon 

became city-states, single cities that make up an enti re state. To keep order in these 

cities, new ideas came about such as having a government, laws, and even 

___________________. 

The fi rst humans to create a civili zation were the Sumerians. They were divided 

into city-states, with each one having its own government and king. They had a di fferent 

god for each city and a __________________ for that god. They created a religious 

temple called a ziggurat in the center of every town. Sumerian religion was polytheistic 

which means they worshipped __________________________ gods. Major gods 

included Anu (father of gods and the sky), Enlil (god of the air), Utu (god of sun, truth, 

and justice), Nanna (moon god), Inanna (goddess of love and war), Ninhursag (goddess 

of earth), and Enki (god of fresh water, wisdom, and magic). During this time, the Sumer 

invented the wheel, wagon, ___________________, and a number-based system.

The Akkadians came after the Sumerians. The Akkadian ruler named Sargon 

______________________________ the Sumer. He created the Akkadian Empire and 

brought all of the Sumerian cities under the rule of one leader. Their language also 

became the primary one instead of the ___________________________ language. 

conquered temple crops

writing Sumerian calendar

multi ple Asia civili zation
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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Sumerian religion was polytheistic which means 
they worshipped multi ple gods.

Cyrus the Great conquered the Sumer.

The Assyrians invented the wheel, wagon, 
calendar, and a number-based system.

A ziggurat was a religious temple.

The Persian Empire was also called the 
Achaemenid Empire. 

The Code of Hammurabi included 582 laws. 

The Babylonian Empire lasted for 260 years.

Ancient Mesopotamia was located in Southeast 
Africa.

A civili zation is a group of people with their own 
systems and ways of li fe. 

Mesopotamia means “the land between rivers.” 
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. Where was Ancient Mesopotamia 
located?

A. Asia
B. Africa
C. Australia
D. South America

6. Mesopotamia is often called the “____ of 
Civilization.” 

A. Ziggurat
B. Crescent
C. Cradle 
D. City-state

2. The Babylonian laws were created by 
King ____. 

A. Ashurbanipal
B. Cyrus the Great
C. Sargon
D. Hammurabi

7.     How long did the Babylonian Empire 
last?
A. 260 years
B. 360 years
C. 460 years
D. 560 years

3. Who was the god of sun, truth, and 
justice?
A. Nanna
B. Utu
C. Anu
D. Enlil

8. What were single cities that make up an 
entire state called?

A. State-cities
B. State-territories
C. City-counties
D. City-states

4. Who founded the Persian Empire?
A. Cyrus the Great
B. Hammurabi
C. Sargon
D. Ashurbanipal

9. Who created the Akkadian Empire?
A. Hammurabi
B. Sargon
C. Ashurbanipal
D. Cyrus the Great

5. Mesopotamia means “the land between 
____.” 

A. Trees
B. Mountains
C. Rivers
D. Oceans

10. Who was the father of gods and the sky?
A. Utu
B. Nanna
C. Enki
D. Anu
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Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.

B OT  C A R D S
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Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon to learn more!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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Challenges

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Passages-Annotation-453356
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Collaborative-Posters-Team-Work-328922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Secret-Message-467888
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:boom+cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-CHALLENGE-289913

