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The Legislafive Branch, or Article I of the US. Constitution, is part of
the federal (nhational) government of the United States. This branch has the
unique and importfant fask of creating laws for the country. The power of
the federal government is divided between the three branches to have a
separation of powers. This means that each branch has a different role and
responsibility in ensuring that the federal government operates witho
becoming excessively powerful The Legislative Branch is also k

Congress. Congress is bicameral which means that it has 1

Congress is made up of the Senafe and the House of B Each
of these is referred to as a “house”. The Senate, also kngigfkas the
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e Legislative Branch helps make sure that the laws of the federal

go nt are fair and just. An idea for a law, called a bill, must go through
: | many’Steps called the Legislative Process. A bill must be brought to Congress |:

: | by either a Senator or a Representative. Then, the bill gets reviewed further
: | and researched. The bill is debated by the House of Representatives and the
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Senate. The majority of one house has to vote for and approve the bill, then
it goes to the other house for ratification (approval). If both houses vote on
the bill and it gefs approved, then it goes fo the President. The President can
do two things with a bill. He/She can either sign it info law or veto (reject) it.
If the President vetoes it, then it goes back to Congress. Congress, then,
can override the veto by voting on it again. For a veto to get passed by
Congress, it must receive two-thirds vofes in both houses. This system
ensures that no part of the Legislative Branch can become foo powe
any given fime.

While the main focus of the Legislative Branch is draft ssing
new legislation (laws), it also has non-legislative (hon-Id /’i s.
Congress can declare war on another couniy y 7l en
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| The Unifed States Founding Fathers designed
ative Brand@it*help ensure that no one in a government position
C use their powers. This idea has worked so well that many other
co have modeled their governments with a similar structure. The

Legisiative Branch helps ensure that citizens get fair laws. The Legislative
Branch also ensures that the other branches of government are operating
| smoothly.
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: The Supreme Court is the highest, most powerful court in the United
States. This court is also at the top of the Judicial Branch (Article III) of
:| government _ The
:| Supreme Court is located in Washington DC. It is a large, prominent white
1| building with massive columns out front. The Supreme Court helps maintain a
:| fair and just legal system for anyone accused of a crime. This court has a
:| impact on people across the United States by overturning and rulin
:| and cases.
: Judges of the Supreme Court are called Justices. Thage
Justices but there have been as few as six. The head of

i / il "/_ S Jus’rlces to no’r worry
jdecisions on ’rhe law, not

UM Court deals with cases that have been appealed

(re a review) in lower courts. An appeal is made if someone is not happy

wit uling of a case. Not all appeals will make it fo the Supreme Court,
: | thougn. In fact, the Justices vote on which cases will and will not make it. Four
: | out of nine Justices must agree fo hear a case. Some cases go directly to the
: | Supreme Court, but this is rare. Most of these cases involve a case against
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:| two different types of government in the United States. For example, one state
:| may have a court case against another state for water or river rights.

: The Supreme Court is different because there is not a jury. After the

:| Justices have heard the case, they will deliberate and give an opinion on the

:| case. A majority opinion reflects the views of more than fifty percent of the
:| BUBHBES \When a Justice disagrees with the decision of the majority, a

:| dissenting opinion is given.

: The Supreme Court makes sure that laws follow the principles an

:| guidelines outlined in the Constitution. The Supreme Court can clgi
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: e Supreme Court often faces complex decisions. Since this court is the
: | hig urt and final ruling, many controversial cases end up here. The
2| Sup Court can also review the decisions of Congress and even the
: | President. This helps keep one section of the government from becoming too

: | powerful (checks and balances).
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