
About this packet
The Close Reading Activities in this packet allow students to work on comprehension 

skills after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the Blank

The Fill in the Blank task has students using context clues to 
insert the correct answer. Certain words are omitted, and 
students will use the word bank to find the correct answer. 
Once they complete this task, they’ll use the passage to 
complete the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Find and Fix

Students will read 10 INCORRECT statements, find the 
correct answer in the reading passage and then rewrite 
the CORRECT sentence.

Task 3:
True or false

Now that students have read the passage several times, 
they should be able to answer the True or False questions 
with very little reference back to the reading. This task 
helps to show overall comprehension of the passage. The 
end resul t will be a secret code word. 

Task 4:
Main Idea

Students will complete a graphic organi zer about the main 
idea. They will need to write TWO main ideas or summary 
statements. They will then need to provide 3 pieces of 
supporting details from the text for each main idea.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



© Think Tank 

C a s e  f i l e  d o s s i e r
lo

c
a

t
io

n
e

v
i

d
e

n
c

e

34B

s
u

s
p

ec
t

s
t

i
m

e
Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!
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Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.
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Name:

The Sumerians were believed to be the first known civili zation to exist. A 

civili zation is a group of people with their own way of __________________. The 

Sumerians lived in Ancient Mesopotamia which was located in the Middle East 

between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The area includes parts of modern-day 

Iraq, Kuwait, Syria, Turkey, and _________________. Mesopotamia was known as 

“the land between two rivers.” Because of its location between the rivers, it was a 

great place for the Sumerians to thrive (to do well) because of the fertile 

__________________ for crops. 

The Sumer were known for many inventions. One was the invention a wedge-

shaped writing called cunei form, which consisted of _________ pictographs. This 

was a form of writing that was made by pressing symbols into wet clay tablets using 

tools such as a reed (a type of plant). Much of the history known today is because of 

the records kept on ______________________ tablets using this writing. Another 

invention they are credited with is the wheel, which they created to add to carts to 

make them _____________________________ to pull. 

Sumerians were very good at mathematics and astronomy. In mathematics, 

they developed a number system that was based on the number 60. This is the 

reason there are 60 _______________________________ in an hour today. They 

did division and multi plication and even wrote a multi plication table on clay tablets. In 

astronomy, they studied the solar system. The Sumerians developed a calendar based 

on the moon and the ______________, with their months consisting of thirty days.

The Sumer civili zation had four social classes: priests, upper class, lower class, 

and enslaved persons. The people were divided based on their weal th and power. The 

kings were the rulers of ________________________________ and government. 

The Sumerian word for king is ‘l ugal’ which means ‘great man’. Kings and priests were 

at the top because of their connection with the gods. The upper class were those

minutes 500 easier

clay sun li fe

Iran religion soil

Task 1 :  Fill in the blank
EARN THIS!
T



TASK 2 :  Find &  Fix
Read the INCORRECT statements and FIX the underlined

errors on the line below. Rewrite the sentence to make it a 
CORRECT statement.
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1. Ancient Mesopotamia was located in
Africa. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

6. The Sumerian word for king is ‘lugal’ 
which means ‘grand leader’.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

2. The Sumerian wedge-shaped writing 
was called fiefs. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

7. Religious structures in the center of 
each city were called a sphinx.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3. The Sumer number system was based 
on the number 25. 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

8. The Amorites were led by Alexander
the Great. 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4.   The laws were written with the help 
of nomarchs, or professional writers. 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

9. The city of Nippur was the capital 
city of Sumer.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

5. Utu was the god of the air.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

10. The Sumer civilization had six social 
classes.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Name:

EARN THIS!
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Envelope or Table Tent Labels
Stu ff the corresponding clue cards in envelopes or pile them by “symbol” on the table.

Clue card #1

Clue card #3

Clue card #2

Clue card #4
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Scan
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Add popsicle 
sticks and use 
these as photo 
booth props.
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Precinct #5005

Must show badge 
upon entry
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