
About this packet
The Close Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension 

skills after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the Blank

The Fill in the Blank task has students using context clues to 
insert the correct answer. Certain words are omitted, and 
students will use the word bank to find the correct answer. 

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids understand new or 
unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
crossword

Students will reread the passage searching for answers to the 
crossword puzzle.

Task 4:
Text marking

Students will reread the passage again looking for text-marking 
evidence and annotating the text. 

Task 5:
True or false

Now that students have read the passage several times, they 
should be able to answer the True or False questions with very 
little reference back to the reading. This task helps to show 
overall comprehension of the passage.

Task 6:
summary

After identi fying key vocabulary words, searching for evidence 
and text-marking, students will fill out the final summary 
graphic organi zer.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.

After seven kings, Rome turned from a monarchy, or rule by king, into a republic. 

The Roman Republic was ruled by ___________________, assemblies, and the Roman 

Senate from 509 BC to 27 BC. The government later changed from a republic to rule by 

an emperor, or Caesar, in 27 BC and lasted until ______ AD.

Julius Gaius Caesar gained popularity after ____________________ victories 

in Spain through the last years of the Roman Republic. Over the course of his li fe, 

Julius held many important titles such as Consul, tribune of the people, high priest, and 

high commander of the army. He never ____________ a military battle. Other 

government officials worried that Julius Caesar was becoming too power ful and 

plotted to kill him. Caesar was assassinated on what is famously known as the Ides of 

_________________, March 15 , 44 BC. Even though Julius Caesar was not an 

emperor, the emperors who rose in his place took his name as a title. 

Octavian was Julius Caesar’s great _____________________. He had defeated 

Mark Antony, changed his name to Augustus, and proclaimed himsel f Princeps 

Civitatus or “First Citi zen.” He ruled Rome as the first emperor, or ______________, 

for 41 years. Under Augustus was a peaceful time called Pax Romana. Romans were 

able to pursue education, philosophy, architecture, and the _______________. 

Tiberius was the next emperor of Rome. He ruled for 23 years and was not a 

favorite of the people. Tiberius was not an emperor of or for the people, sel fishly 

isolating himsel f on the island of Capri and leaving ruthless (cruel) men in charge 

while he was away. 

Known as Caligula, which means “Little Boots,” the next Caesar was Gaius 

Caesar Augustus Germanicus, the adopted grandson of Caesar Augustus. Tiberius 

named Germanicus as his _____________________________ (next in line) and only 

served 4 years before being declared insane and later killed.

Tiberius Claudius Nero Germanicus, known as Claudius, was emperor from 41 

CE to 54 CE. His 13-year reign began when his nephew Caligula was killed. Claudius 

successor nephew  96    

lost arts March

military Caesar Consuls

Task 1: Fill in the blank
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Name:



Task 2: Vocabulary practice
Directions: Choose 5 words from the reading that are unfamiliar or 

new to you and fill in the diagram below.

word picture definition
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Name:
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Task 3: Crossword
Directions: Complete the crossword puzzle by reading the clues below 

and entering the correct response.

Name:

ACROSS
5. Augustus proclaimed himsel f Princeps Civitatus or 
“Fi rst ____”
6. ____ means “Little Boots”
7. Nero focused on diplomacy and ____
8. Galba only reigned for ____ months

DOWN
1 . Julius Caesar gained popularity after military 
victories in ____
2. ____ was the last emperor of the Flavian dynasty
3. Vespasian was the fi rst Emperor to provide 
salaries for ____
4. Vitellius was the governor of ____
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Task 6: Summarize
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