LEWIS AND CLARK

In 1803, the United States purchased 827,000 square miles of land now |
:| known as the Louisiana Purchase from the French. President Thomas :
:| Jefferson bought the land for $I5 million. If that purchase were made today,

:| it would be equivalent o over $350 million!
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: President Jefferson wanted to know what was in the west, so he put
:| his trusted friend in charge of the expedition. Meriwether Lewis was j / \//
:| years old when he was put in charge of exploring the land of the il /”
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: Jout info this territory with the purpose of mapping it and coming back to

: |tell the rest of the country what was out there.
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Where did the Corps of
Discovery set off from?
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Along the journey west, Lewis and Clark met many Natfive Americans,

all of whom were friendly and welcoming fo the Corps of Discovery. At Fort

:| Mandan, in what is now North Dakota, the Corps rested for the winter. The
:| group later met a French-Canadian trapper named Toussaint Charbonneau
:| and his pregnant Native American wife, Sacagawea. Their family continued
:| with Lewis and Clark’s expedition to the west coast and the Pacific Ocean.
:| The journey was not easy for the travelers because they encountered wij
:| animals, mountains, and raging river rapids.
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How many new maps did
Lewis and Clark bring back?
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- The Oregon Trail is a very important part of the history of the United
:1 States of America and the settlement of the American West. In the I800’s,

2| hundreds of thousands of pioneers made their way in covered wagons on the

2| 2,000-mile-long Oregon Trail. The trail crossed the middle of the country

:| through the current states of Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Idaho,
:| Wyoming, and finally into Oregon

The first people fo make their way West in covered wagons

:| Christian missionaries wanting fo spread their faith fo Native
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: of the struggle of the Oregon Trail was the five or six month
: | journey that had to be endured. Planning to travel for months along the trail
: | left several things fo be considered. Pioneers had fo plan for all types of

: | weather, how they would find enough food, and tfake care of the needs of
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their family on the trip. That meant hundreds of pounds of dry groceries like
sugar, flour, salt, bacon, and coffee. It also meant they needed to pack
ammunition and weapons so they could hunt for food along the way. AfoUR
person family needed about 1,000 pounds of food to survive the trip.

Many people sold all they had and packed as much as they could info
their covered wagon to make the trip. Most people joined other wagons
heading west in what were called Wagon Trains. Wagon Trains were good
because pioneers could stay together for better protection along the frai
Native Americans who were rightly unhappy with the pioneers 1

their land. The Wagon Trains usually consisted of 20-40 wago ilies.
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e Oregon Trall was a very important part of the history of the
A West. It is how hundreds of thousands of immigrants made their
: | way ss the middle of the country info the West. People went West for a
: | chance at better lives, the ability to farm their own land, and fo try something
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