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VOTING RIGHTS ANTICIPATION GUIDE

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complefe the left column before

oy 550\

the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after
inish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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VOTINGRIGHTS |

There are many times you are given options in life and you vote for your wish. ‘
For example, iag@bool you may have raised your hand when the teacher gave a
choice likg , ant to do a fun science experiment or art prqject?” Or, at home
perhgg @ d asked, “Do you want to go to McDonalds or Wendy's? Maybe
Q QuIss officers in your school. Sometimes, if the results aren't ‘
ot yo fed may feel like your opinion and wishes don't count.

Voting is a prg ere people express an opinion by casting a vote, either ‘
formally or cas ‘@ es, voting refers to choosing candidates for public ‘
office at the tate, anditional (federal) levels, Voting enables the majority to
rule. In aff B W na isaa riaht, privilege, and responsibility for those ove ‘

age 18, {8Uah Aas ratwaysday. \oting today is free and voluntary.
Election¥y: Voters & O P locations in their hometown which are ‘
usudlly held hool lls, and gation centers. Once there, you check in
and show yourideg no ense or pagsport) and the staff will hand you a ballot
shaper on which YeEolor in SRl shap ast your voie; ‘
You take the D to a voting bg ith a curtain for privacy. Here you fill in
your choices on the b&§g@and then o the exit where you place your ballot in a
machine. Sometimes, tfiere could en fo cast your vote. Absentee
ballots may be sent in for thos ir bgmetown on election day.
After voting hours are over, electio icials count the votes with
the help of computers.
Early Voting Rights=Ahen the governmep P eed in 1790, some neonis
<x@Erant allowed fo vofe based on theicgiender; POr agE®in some states you had
to own property in order to vote, whi\giaag e day) reg 2ant only white
men could vote because they were the W@®nhes who oy or y. Only about
120,000 people out of more than U4 million e allowy vote. BY@RO almost every
state allowed all white men over 2| to vote. ¥nslg PENI: and wdmep were not
allowed fo vote, &%@nin 1865 when the 13th A hent toNEIUS Conglicr=
<tEGme law, making slavery TIeqal—
Even after the I5th Amendment was ratified @R 70 (prote Sveryone'’s
rights fo vote, regardless of the color of their skin aNd if they ormer slaves), it
still took some time for women, enslaved persons, and Africgncaglies to earn the
right fo vote.
Women: While infroduced to Congress in 1848 during et irg
Convention, it took women decades to finally earn the right to
Amendment ratified in 1920,
Native Americans: Native Americans earned their right fo vote in 24 wrﬁmktl;\n? ‘
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