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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
The civilization was discovered in the 1920s.

T    F

T    F
A storehouse for grain is called a Wheatary.

T    F

T    F
Ancient India began around 200 BC. 

T    F

T    F
Cities were laid out in a rectangular grid. 

T    F

T    F
Outcasts who did the dirtiest jobs were known as 

Dalit.
T    F

T    F
Indus society determined the calculation of Pi.

T    F

T    F
Two popular cities were Mohenjo-Daro and Cairo.

T    F

T    F
Hinduism and Buddhism were important religious 

beliefs.
T    F

T    F
The Great Parthenon was one of ancient India's 

largest structures.
T    F

Ancient India Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

Evidence suggests the Indus River Valley 
people worshipped a Mother Goddess.
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Ancient India

© Think Tank

Ancient India is also known as Indus Valley and Harappan 
Civili zation. Experts agree that ancient India had the largest ci vili zation 
of the four earliest ci vili zations. Ancient India began around 3300 BC 
in northern India and Pakistan. It was primarily an agricul tural society. 
Around this time, farms developed into cities. Trade between India and 
Mesopotamia had begun. By 2500 BC, ci vili zation peaked.

Much of ancient India is a mystery. Fi rst, this ci vili zation was only 
discovered in the 1920s. Second, the Indus scri pt (nati ve language) has 
400-600 symbols and is hard to translate. In addition, flat stone seals 
have been found in the Indus valley. These seals depict cattle, tigers, 
elephants, crocodiles, rhinoceros, and unicorns. Experts think that the 
Indus ci vili zation used the seals to mark property borders, record 
taxes, and more.

Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were popular cities around 2500 BC. 
Based on remains, archaeologists have discovered a lot about the 
Indian ci vili zation:
• Cities could hold up to 80,000 people.
• Main cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Dara were buil t on higher 

ground to prevent flooding from the nearby Indus Ri ver.
• In low-lying areas, buildings and structures were buil t on plat forms.
These two signi ficant cities had public buildings and forts. There were 
also public bathhouses and storehouses for grain (granary). Historians 
found evidence of a 200-foot-long granary. Likewise, there was a 40 
feet long, 20 feet wide, and nearly 10 feet deep public pool. This Great 
Bath was one of ancient India's largest structures. This society did not 
create massive temples like ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.

Cities were laid out in a rectangular grid. There was even a 
courtyard among the mud-brick homes. Additionally, there was a city-
wide sewer system. As a resul t, most homes had running water and 
indoor plumbing. 


