The United States Constitution is a document that states how the
:| federal government should operate. It outlines what the federdl

:| government can do, as well as what the federal (national) government
cannot do. The US. Constitution also outlines the three branches of the
:] government. Then it discusses the purpose of each branch in detail The
:| document is important because it protects the freedoms and ri

:| the citizens. It outlines basic rights for all Americans. The C

orgonlzed info seven different parts colled Arhcles Th ution
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2l Ju en away from the tight rule of the British government. The

: | thre€Dranches include the Legislative Branch, Executive Branch and the
: | Judicial Branch.
: The opening part of the Constitution is called the Preamble. This
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is an introduction to the Constitution. The Preamble was written by
some of the most educated men in America at the time, and it outlined
basic rights for all Americans. This was fo protect all of the citizens of

:| the United Stafes in the best way possible. It made sure that the power
:] was with the citizens, not with a government. The Preamble is primarily
:| a summary of how the government can operate and how the citizens

:| will be treated.

: The Constitution also has amendments. An amendment

:| there can be a change or addition to the Constitution, if e

:| have been twenty-seven amendments fo the Consti i
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S ederal goveiment to hold them all together. There was not even
| a ent fo represent the United Stafes. The Constitution created a

: | fed overnment that allowed all of the states fo operate together, as
: | well as let the states operate partly on their own. It also allowed all of
the stafes to have basic rights and protfections for the citizens.
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The Articles of Confederation was a document that outlined how the

:| federal government would operate. It was the nation’s first Constitution. The
:| word ‘constitution’ simply means a plan of government. After the

:| Revolutionary War, the leaders of the nation felt that an official document

:| was necessary fo outline the government. Six drafts were prepared of the
:| Articles of Confederation. Each one was unique in different ways. In 777

:| Congress selected a final version.

: The document provided a firm, written set of rulesgfam; ent
:| of the 1B states. The Founding Fathers were concerned afadt t
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Stat ically operated as independent countries. The federal government
: | was so weak that it could barely operate under the Articles of Confederation,
: |and there was concern that the government needed to be stronger. The

2] Articles of Confederation were filled with magjor flaws. For example, there
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:| was no central leadership, like a President, and Congress did not have the
:| power to enforce laws. Further, Congress had no ability fo regulate trade or

raise money through taxes, and the nation was lacking (did not have) a national

:| court system, it also did not have a federal army and navy.

: Shay’s Rebellion was a major event that outlined how the Arficles of

:| Confederation were failing. The rebellion happened between August 1786 and
:| February 1787. The leader of the rebellion was Daniel Shays. The country wa

:| having economic problems, and people could not pay their bills and ta

:| were losing possessions, even farms, and some were put in jai

:| (money owed). This caused an armed revolt (uprising) agains men
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e Articles of Confederation had a short life span. Under the Articles of

Co ation, the economy and new nation could not thrive. The Articles of

: | Confééération limited the growth and the strength of the United States. [IiNGE
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