How long does this activity take to complete?

It really depends on a lof of things. Estimated completion time is based on the students’
puzzle solving experience, decoding skills, crifical thinking skills, age and group size. Some
students may NOT “breakout” and that is OKIl They still had fun while learning! The first fime
always fakes much longer than the next since it is the first time they are seeing these types
of puzzles. Once they understand how to decode the puzzles, the next time you choose fo do
an activity like this goes much quicker.

How many students can play at once?

As many as you want! Personally, I prefer fo let them work on their own or with a
partner, however, you can play in small groups as welll If you are working in small groups, the
completion fime will be much quicker. In the event that you are running out of class time, you
can always pair students up to compare answers and get done faster.

How do I set up the Breakout?

To set-up the Breakout, you simply need fo print and play! It's that easy! Everything you
need is included in your download. You will need to hang the six printed decoders around the
room.

Do I need locks, envelopes or special equipment?
NOT AT ALL! This was created to make your life easier! You don't need any locks,
envelopes or special equipment. No silly envelopes fo stuff! No odd shapes fo cut out!

What if my students get stuck on one of the decoders?

First off, let them think for a bitl This is where critical thinking skills come in. If you have
a sfudent fruly struggling, show them the Hint Card for that puzzle. This will provide them with
directions for each decoder. Please do NOT hang the Hint Cards up or hand them out fo dll
sfudents...that takes away the element of fun and that special “AHA” moment.

Where do students start?

It does NOT matter the order in which they visit each puzzle station. I often tell my
students to go to the station with the least students around it. Students will work at different
paces, and a few may finish earlier than others. A word search is included for your early
finishers. The words to find” in the word search are the answers they decoded at each puzzle
station.

Will students have fo decode every single answer?
Most likely, the answer is no if they already have some background knowledge on the
topic.
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