PLANET
MERCURY

Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the casel
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

Mercury is the smallest of the eight planets in the solar system Like
all okjects in the solar system, it revolves arcund the sun It is gray in

color and has no known moons or rinas. The first four planets (Mercury.
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The town of Elrama is a quaint, little area where everyone seems to know each
other. Recenily, the local high school basketball team won the National

Charmpionship game The townspeople celebrated with a grand parade as the
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The first known
record of Mercury
is from the ____
century.

leth

Mercury is the ____
of the eight planets
in the solar system.

: 3
Smallest

Which crater is big
enough for Texas fo
fit inside?

Kuiper belt

How many Earth
days does a year on
Mercury take?
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CASE DOSSIER

As students
answer each
question, they
will eliminate

suspects,
locations, and
evidence.




18 QUESTIONS

The first known Mercury is the
record of Mercury of the eight plr
is from the .
in the solar ¢
century
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l6th Smallest
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hat is Mercury’s
exosphere composed
of ?

V@ Sodium

\ Hydrogen




TEXT MARKING

Venus, Earth, Mars) a r Terrestr\aﬂ

planets

Th
and that the Sumerians and Babylonians

0 BC knew about Mercury. Yet, Galileo was the first to

see Mercury through a telescope in the 1600s. Scientists believe the
earliest human civilizations knew about Mercury because it can be seen
in the sky on a dark night. The planet was named after the Roman god

Mercury who was the god of travel and thievery
Mercury is the closest planet to the sun, roughly 35 million miles

away. Although it is the closest, it is not the hottest. Temperatures on the
planet can reach up to 800 degrees Fahrenheit during the day and as low
as -300 degrees Fahrenheit during the night when it is facing away from
the sun. Mercury doesn't havedh atmosphere like Earth. Instead, there /

y osed of rocks, making it a ferrestrial planet.
~ e of Mercury is covered with crafers
~billions of years because of
e planet. One of the largest craters,
called the Caloris Basin. It was a result of
entists believe was 60 miles wide. The lar  crater is

Mercury isgolid, g
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only an exosphere with g “n, sodium, helium, hydrogen, and Qofosswun\E},@

or Texas to fit insidgIn the center of the planeT, qa

iron core about 85% of Mercury and makes fhe

nﬁh even though the planet is small

After answering

each question,
students will
find evidence in
the text fo
support their
answer.
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