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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

LAYERS OF EARTH ||« Case File Dossier

Although the earth looks like one solid planet, it is more complex than
that Instead, the earth is made up of four main layers, some solid and some

Ld
liguid. From.the outermost.to the innermost, these layers are known.as. the. 'S V I6 Ques{ |Ons
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the casel V Graphlc Org an | zer
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The town of Elrama Is a quaint, little area where everyone seems fo know each V SfUdenf Pecord i ng Sheet

other. Recenily, the local high school basketball team won the National
Charmpionship game The townspeople celebrated with a grand parade as the
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What layer makes Earth is mostly

up most of the covered by __ | V TeaCher Answer Key

earth’'s weight? major plates.
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When the plafes The earth’s core is &
fouch, it is known as divided info
a boundary. parts
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CASE DOSSIER

As students
answer each
question, they
will eliminate

suspects,
locations, and
evidence.




18 QUESTIONS
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. mho’r layer makes Earth is mostly
up most of the covered by __

earth’s weight? major plates.
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Mantle
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TEXT MARKING

LAYERS OF EARTH

Although the earth locks like one solid planet, it is more complex than
\main layers, some solid and some

that Instead, the earth is made up
nost, these layers are known as the

liquid From the outermost J;
crust, mantle, outer co
cooled down an

or core. Overdi
the earth

er of the earth. It is the outermost layer

including humans, animals, sea life, and plants. The crust

d&rneath the ocean is known as the oceanic crust and it is about 8km
thick This crust also called simag,_is made up of mostly basalt rock (a dark,

fine-grained rock) that covers the ocean floor. On land, the continental crust,
also called sial, forms the continents. It can range from 5km to 70km thick
and is made up of granite and sedimentary rock The average thickness is
around 35km, or 2I miles. These rocks were formed over extended periods
of time from broken rocks and debris Roughly Y0% of the earth's surface
lies on top of the continental crust The crust is the earth's coldest layer
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because it is exposed to the at
2r. It is much thicker than the crust and i¢

The mantle is the next !

about 1800 miles deep. T
and other semi Blid o hm flow under pressure. This flow is due to a

large temp@y iure ween the bottom and the top of the

manflq/ ¥'thg <s up most of the earth’s weight
T AT rust ends, and the mantle begins. Where

onic plates can be found. Earth is mostly covered
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pates. These plafes are made of broken piecy

grantle is composed of melted iron, minerals, \EZ;@

After answering
each question,
students will
find evidence in
the fext to
support their
answer.
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