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Venus is the sixth largest planet in the solar system, closest planet to
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Earth, and the second closest planet to the sun It shines brighter than any .
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other. Recenily, the local high school basketball team won the National
Charmpionship game The townspeople celebrated with a grand parade as the
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How many moons was a Greek

orbit Venus? mathematician from | J Teacher Answer Key

the 6th century

| D Pythagoras | J TeaCher GUid '

Venus is the Before knowing S
planet in the solar Venus was a planet,
system what was the

morning star called?

Largest . Hesperus
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CASE DOSSIER

As students
answer each
question, they
will eliminate

suspects,
locations, and
evidence.




18 QUESTIONS

Venus is the __
largest planet ¥

The evening sfar
was called Hesperus

" in Greek) solar system

West : @

North

East

South

@__ is the highest
mountain on Venus.




TEXT MARKING

After answering

each question,
Venus is the sixth largest plol gl - system, closest planet fo S_l_ud e n_l_S W | | |

20n. It shines brighter than any

r than anything in the night sky

oo -oecne |l find evidence in
gmions observed the planet
ould easily spot it in the sky. Initially,
was two separate planets or stars: morning star and '|'he '|'ex‘|‘ '|'O
ar. The morning star was called Phosphorus (‘light-bringer” in

Greek) because dawn would come soon in the East after it appeared The .|. .I.h .

evening star was called Hesperus (“west" in Greek) because it appeared in

the West after sunset However, Pythagoras, a Greek mathematician from
the 6th century, thought it was one planet. So, the Greeks named the planet
Aphrodite after the beautiful Greek goddess. Romans changed the name fo r‘
Venus. In 1610, Galileo discovered that Venus orbited the sun O n Swe *
Venus has a very thick atmosphere made of mostly carbon dioxide,
nitrogen and clouds of sulfuri’(cid, a poisonous gas to humans. Because
more than 96% of the atra@@nere is carbon dioxide, it traps a large ‘A
amount of heat#fom 4 making it the hottest planet in the solar A\
system. Ven, Ccarly _sphere is 90 times as thick as Earth's
On Venu ‘A of rreachas 500 degrees Fahrenheit. The heat is
o) ir:,‘,"" e t , such as lead, would melt. Like Mercury,
the 2 00k Oit Venus. Even though there are clouds, it is foo
P os. [he clouds travel nearly three times fasf B%“
e

,. winds, making a path geound Venus every four days. A< %
¢n beneath the layer of clouds, but no ran:

" Ightning show
/ Jnet meaning it is solid and made of rocks. The v

Al
M ore it a desert with no water. The surface is covered
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