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Is the US. west of Alaska?
The world's real tallest mountain
Welcome fo...Amasia?

The only sea without a shore

The land without...mosquitoes?
The supervolcano of Yellowstone
The land of pyramids: Sudan?
Which hemisphere is Africa in?
Snowfall in the Sahara

The longest city names in the
world

“Tomorrow” and “Yesterday” Islands
The hottest place on Earth

Why are flags rectangles?  $§p,
The fallest tree on Earth ’
Mexico City is shrinking!

The world's most famous...rocks?
Where is the world's largest cave
Where is the deepest spot in the
world?

The world's longest railway

The US land forever leased to the UK
Why won't you sink in the Dead Sea?

Each passage is full of lesser-known facts that
aren't commonly found in fextbooks.




AR EEELEVY

)

Students work individually (or in pairs) and
read the “Passage of the Day’’

Students answer the questions and find fext
evidence that supports their answer.

Students will use context clues to define
higher-level vocabulary words (2 per
passage).

Students will take a deep dive info the text
and complete a graphic organizer fo
summarize and reflect on what they learned
(if time permits).




What is most famous
~Jgeyser of
Yellowstone?

I Green-] >~
Yellowstone Natigitay
A 4 Park was estapigie
| Super-eruption i the ® in what three states?
I'million yeqrs ago. These i, '

?ing blown across the region. : [Yellows ]~
€Xas in a 5 foot deep pile) What does the worg
0,000 years means

e fo erupt dormant mean?
disagree. Many believe that the Yellowstone
meaning inactive) fo

r thousands of more I<Pink =]~
Prepare to erypt, SCientists believe that we How long ago did
leading up to the actygql eruption. All of that

Yellowstone volcano
e fo travel fo Yellowstone gng see the geysers erupt?

CONTEXT CLUES
rk was established in three states: 6% Use context clyes fo
Idaho. Ulysses 5 Grant, Americq's 8th write your own definition
he first off icial nationg| park, providing the designated:

res and is home to over 300 active geysers.

which erupts about ever

Nonfiction reading
passage that explores
historical events, people,

4 Text marking questions

2 Vocabulary words fo
define using context
clues
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refer to save paper and use the dig
Google Slides option?

| TEXT MARKING

H O CIRCLE THE TOPIC

(]

H{ SENTENCE OR MAIN IDEA [3

H UNDERLINE WORDS YOU
‘ DO NOT UNDERSTAND

H@ sonervine vou

HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT [

O SOMETHING THAT
H SURPRISED YOU

H @ YOUR FAVORITE FACT

T

Drag the RED shapes
above to annotate the
text. Resize if needed.

THE LONGEST CITY NAMES IN THE WORLD @ _TEXT MARKING |

Elementary students in the United States are often faught fo memorize their
address from an early age. For their sake, they better hope they don't live in one of
these cities, each of which have among the longest city names in the world!

9. Muckanaghederdauhaulia. (This Irish city has 22 letters in its name)

8 Parangaricutirimicuaro. (This city in Mexico also has 22 characters in its
name. This town is best known for the volcano that is found nearby)

7. Svalbardsstrandarhreppur. (This town in Iceland is known for the beautiful
fiord in which it is found, one of the longest fjords in the country)

6. Verkhnenovokutlumbetyevo. (This town, found in Russia, has 24 letters in
its name. It was established in the 1790s)

5. Staronizhestebliyevskaya (Also found in Russia, this 24-character city is
located near the Angelica River

4. Gasselterboerveenschemond (This city in the Netherlands has 25
characters in its name; the locals claim that's the most unusual thing about this
quiet townl)

3 Ateritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijankd. (This mouthful of a city name, with its 35
characters, belongs to a sparsely populated city in Iceland)

2. Tweebuffelsmeteenskootmorsdoodgeskietfontein (This South African town
has 44 characters in its name, which was created through a mixture of Dutch and
the local Afrikaan languages.

| Llanfair~pwligwyngylhgogery-chwyrndrobwl llan~tysiliongogo~goch

i Finally, the city with the longest name in the world belongs fo Wales in the United

Kingdom This ancient city (nearly 6000 years old) has 58 characters in its name. It
is also one of the oldest cities on Earth! Locals call the village Lianfair PG for short
Some researchers argue that it is actually the second-longest name in the world,
with the first being a hill in New Zealand

[Blue]>

What country has the
city with the longest
name?

|? Green- | >
Which city name is a

mixture of Dutch and
Afrikaan languages?

Drag the color boxes
below to the correct
area on the reading
passage. Resize the
shapes below by
clicking on the color
then stretching the
shape if needed.

Which city in Russia
is located near the
Angelica River?

How:rTony characters
does the official name
of Llanfair PG have?

Use context clues to
write your own definition
fiord

Type here

sparsely
Type here

3. 0 Think Tank

CONTECTCLUES
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O Confext clues

D Reading informational texts

D Identifying text evidence

D Examining relationships and connections
* Eva uating main ideas of informational fext
ﬁ( Evaluating supporting details

% Text Structure: Chronological Order

5( Text Structure: Cause and Effect
D Summarizing and reflection
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PRIVALLE JRECTLONY

First, choose the ‘topic’ that you want to use and make
copies for your students.

Next, choose which graphic organizer (pages 3| - 39) you
would like to use with the passage. You can choose one or
more or none at alll You could also simply choose text
annotation found on page 40.

Determine how you want to use the activity: bellringers, RTI,
stations, independent work, group discussion, read aloud etc.

Make sure the kids have highlighters or colored pencils for
text marking: yellow, green, blue, pink (or use the quick jot
worksheet without colors on page 42)

Explain the text marking aspect and your expectations for the
article that you choose. Go over expectations for defining

high-level vocabulary words with context clues as well. W
discuss graphic organizer expectations. How many complete

~ ntences? Are they looking up unknown words in the
_ stionary? Are you providing an example of fopic sentences
and supporting details? Do you need to review context clues?

DIGITAL VERSION, STUDENTS NEED ACGESS 10 GOOGLE SUDES

=y
TEXT MARKING
[=Biue |

Who lived in Yosemite
Valley before the Gold
Rush?

[Green’|
What did Lincoln do
to help Yosemite?

Where is Yosemite
Valley?

[Pink ] >

Why was the park
preserved by the
government?

CONTEXT CLUES

Use context clues to
write your own definition

Prominent:

Fervently:
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