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Were mosquitoes allies in the
Revolutionary War?

Deborah Sampson: Was she telling
the fruth?

Secrets of the Savannah River:
Newly discovered artifacts

The myth of agent 355:
Washington's spy network

Food fit for a revolution: firecakes
George Washington's maps
Tarring and feathering: Cruel and
unusual punishment?

The world's Ist submarine attack
Taxation without representation
Your signature please: John
Hancock’s famous signature

Prussia fo the rescue?

Who carried the gunpowder horn?
Americd’s little-known ally ¥,
The story of Molly Pitcher |
America’s most notorious fraitor
The Liberty Tree

Franklin's political contributions
Rare document found on eBay
Culper Spy Ring

The Quartering Act
Accomplishments of the Second
Continental Congress

Each passage is full of lesser-known facts that
aren't commonly found in fextbooks.
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Students work individually (or in pairs) and
read the “Passage of the Day’’

Students answer the questions and find fext
evidence that supports their answer.

Students will use context clues to define
higher-level vocabulary words (2 per
passage).

Students will fake a deep dive into the text
and complete a graphic organizer fo
summarize and reflect on what they learned
(if time permits).




TEXT FIARRING
|| Bie]

0 ho was aororar | [ Nonfiction reading
] Woodhul?

ooy passage that exploresl

‘ : h ‘ N EO0pIE,
CulperPing istorical events, P
were coded witH i Yy,

what Numberg?

VG farmer from the
s to New York

. or places

Ce supports that this woman Was a spy.

W as the leader ex O kl g ques I
er “)g were COded Wlfh number‘s in fhe of fhe Br,‘ﬁsh

Spy
ring?

CONTEXT CLUES

Use context clues to

; ; 2 Vocabulary words to
Write your own efinition .
define using context
who escdped Py ClueS

Was an enslgved person
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refer to save paper and use the digital
Google Slides option?
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Drag the RED shapes
above to annotate the
text. Resize if needed.
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Deborah Sampson was a young woman whe disquised herself as a male
and enlisted in the military during the Revolutionary War Much of her story
is based on hazy defails, but a new source of information was recently
discovered. This resource sheds new light on some aspects of her tale
Historians found a diary belonging to her neighber, Abner Weston, who was
enlisted in the Massachusetts military

Sampson first disguised herself in men's clothing and attempted to
enlist in the early 1780s. She was rejected. The motivation behind her attempt
is unclear. She could have been motivated by patriofism, or she may have
been seeking money because her family & parents were deeply
impoverished. Some towns that were unable to recruit enough volunteers
offered incentives fo fry fo encourage men to sign up

Her second attempt to enlist was successful She registered under the
name of "Robert Shurtleff" For 7 months, she served in several small battles
and had multiple injuries. She was reportedly shet in her leg and refused
treatment for fear of revealing her true identity. Her time as a soldier came
to an end a few months before the conclusion of the war when a doctor did
discover that she was a woman. She received honorable discharge from the
military and returned home

In 1797, she worked with a newspaper publisher to ghostwrite her
memoirs, although it is believed that her story is exaggerated. For example,

:] Sampson claimed to have fought in the Battle of Yorktown However, the

newly-found diary of Abner Weston states that Sampson's first failed attempt
to enlist was many months after the famous battle

Regardless of the details of her story, she is considered fo be an
important figure in the American Revolution. She is the only woman in the
Revolutionary War to receive a full military pension

How does Weston's
diary disprove her
Yorktown claim?

What name did
Sampsoh use when
she enlisted?

[ Yellow | >
Who was Abner
Weston?

What happened the
first time Sampson
oftempted to enlist?

CONTTCLUES.

Use confext clues to
write your own definitien
impoverished:

Type here

hazy:
Type here
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Drag the color boxes
below to the correct
dared on the reading
passage. Resize the
shapes below by
clicking on the color
then stretching the
shape if needed.
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% Context clues

D Reading informational fexts

D Identifying fext evidence

D Examining relationships and connections
* Eva uating main ideas of informational fext
ﬁ( Evaluating supporting details

% Text Structure: Chronological Order

5( Text Structure: Cause and Effect
D Summarizing and reflection




ICIIS ILEC

PRIVALLE JRECTLONY

First, choose the ‘topic’ that you want to use and make
copies for your students.

Next, choose which graphic organizer (pages 3| - 39) you
would like to use with the passage. You can choose one or
more or none at alll You could also simply choose text
annotation found on page 40.

Determine how you want to use the activity: bellringers, RTI,
stations, independent work, group discussion, read aloud etc.

Make sure the kids have highlighters or colored pencils for
text marking: yellow, green, blue, pink (or use the quick jot
worksheet without colors on page 42)

Explain the text marking aspect and your expectations for the
article that you choose. Go over expectations for defining

high-level vocabulary words with context clues as well. W
discuss graphic organizer expectations. How many complete

~ ntences? Are they looking up unknown words in the
_ stionary? Are you providing an example of fopic sentences
and supporting details? Do you need to review context clues?

DIGITAL VERSION, STUDENTS NEED ACGESS 10 6OOGLE SUDES
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TEXT MARKING
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Who lived in Yosemite
Valley before the Gold
Rush?

[Green’|
What did Lincoln do
to help Yosemite?

Where is Yosemite
Valley?

[Pink ] >

Why was the park
preserved by the
government?

CONTEXT CLUES

Use context clues to
write your own definition

Prominent:

Fervently:
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