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Cinco de Mayo, or the fifth of May, is a | WHAT'S IN‘ LUDED?
celebration observed by many people, not (]

only in Mexico but also in the United States

R L 0 SHORT PASSAGES

y When Mexico declared that it couldn't pay its

debts, France sent troops to invade the country.
Despite being outnumbered and ill-equipped, the
Mexican army, led by General Ignacio Zaragoza,

achieved victory over the French forces at the L QECORDNG SHEET
Battle of Puebla. A group of about 4,500 men
were able to stop the invasion of the French 5 AN SWER K EY
army that had about 6,500 soldiers. This -
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What was the last name of CODE
America's 32" President? WORD

Cinco de Mayo is often mistaken for
Mexico's Independence Day, which is
celebrated on September 16. May. Sth is.a

One tradition associated with Cinco de Mayo are the

If the ¢ is more than
colorful parades in cities across Mexico and the United p—— ANSWER SHEET C 5 T Ouwz]u FOUND IP
States. These parades feature floats, traditional ds CARD #
Mexican folk music called mariachi, and elaborate red,

white and green costumes (colors of the Mexican flag). THIS SCAVENGER HUNT HAS TWA
Another important aspect of the celebration is the Part I: Kids will read 10 short passages wh|
food that is enjoyed during gatherings with family and of their next "clue” or code word. After fif
friends. Traditional Mexican dishes include tacos, students will need fo write them down on 4|
enchiladas, tamales, and guacamole. Many people also Part 2: Using the code word on each read
indulge in treats like churros, flan or mole poblano, a unscrambleiinelletiens Inithe gray boxceg
rich sauce made from chocolate and chilis.

All you have to do is print the |0 reading €
hide them! The more difficult the reading]

The Mexican army was led by CODE more FUN the kids have AND the longer t
General ___ Zaragoza. WERD Fou will need to print [BISGENE] for EVERY:
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de Mayo festivities, with | |_I DIGIT L Next, using the numbers in the FOUND
folkloric dancers taking cen Directions: Choose 5 words from the reading cards that are unfamiliar | | T R g;d"ﬁ‘l;;‘SDEOS;G‘;Q‘EW KR G
dance is called Baile Folk or new fo you - :

bf‘ighf, ruffled skirts and 1 < WORD | - . = Elimin hest and lowest
and charro (cowboy) cloth & S U M M A R I Z E number Y ND column

de Mayo event in the wo

California. Over 600,000 | BB——) TOPICSENTENCE o~ Get rid of o ihat are

celebrate Mexican culture g spelled with jus
The event is called Festive
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3 When Mexico deglaced that it couldn't pay its il . . )
. debts, Fu,//g \\de\Thepco{mTry, Cinco de Mayo is often mistaken for

\%d, the Mexico's Independence Day, which is
%«Z{J’ celebrated on September 6. May Sth is a
e

.!)Cinco de Mayo, or the fifth of
celebration observed by many g
only in Mexico but also in the Unii %
and other parts of the world. Tk ||
day commemorates an importan
Mexican history and is marked B
traditions that bring people to
honor their herifog7/

\ < What country was Nopo/
i the emperor of? |

day to honor the brave soldiers who fought
in the Battle of Puebla and to celebrate
Mexican heritage.

The event in Los Angeles is called CODE
Festival de Fiesta —__. WORD
1
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were able to stop the invasion of the Fren

army that had about 6,500 soldiers. This

unexpected victory boosted the morale and
became a symbol of determination.
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P While Cinco de Mayo may be a

{  well-known phrase in the United States,

/ the people in Mexico use different
/terminology. In Mexico, the holiday is called El
/Dia de la Batalla de Puebla, which translates to
‘The Day of the Battle of Puebla." The city of

3) The origins of Cinco de Mczyé\

1 toMay 5, 1862, during the Battl
Mexico. At that time, Mexico w

difficult situation. It was in debt (o

from France but did not stop it altogether. In 1863
Napoleon [l (Emperor of France) ordered 30,000
troops be sent to Mexico. Napoleon installed
Ferdinand Maximilian von Habsburg as Mexico'

several countries, including France. I\ ruler. Under new leadership, the troops were e { Puebla was renamed Puebla de Zaragoza as
Juarez was elected president of \\ ble to conquer Mexico City. Habsburg was s / T T O T SR VRS —"—
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dance is called Baile Folklorico. Wom 3
bright, ruffled skirts and men wear s¢ 4
and charro (cowboy) clothing. The larg S g
de Mayo event in the world is in Los 3 N
California. Over 600,000 people gd . :
lan or mole pobld celebrate Mexican culture with music | 5 ‘— — o
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son Americans celebrate Cinco de M i1o LI DIGIT E
se the Battle of Puebla could have chj Cinco de Mayo celebrations begal |

the oUTCome of the U.S. Civil War. Napoleon wat interest in the United States around
take over Mexico so he could provide help to 1| President Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Confederate Army. He had plans to eventually € g . :
his empire across Mexico and into the United § 32 pr‘eSIdenT) wanted to improve re
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President Abraham Lincoln took a neutral stanc| Latin American countries and comm
Mexico and France. Some historians believe th enacted a "Good Neighbor Policy" in
Mexico did not claim victory at Puebla, the his policy, Cinco de Mayo was reco(

Confederate states would have won the Civil

romoted. Congress declared Cinco Elim} 4
The Battle of Puebla had the potential to chang P f(;.g 1US. h |C']d g : QOOé o o
fate of the United States forever. officiali.o. holiday In b o
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STUDENTS WILL
RECORD THEIR
CODE WORDS

1 STUDENTS WILL

FINAL WORD ANSWER: l RECORD WHERE
THEY FOUND THE

1} ANSWER

@ ol STUDENTS WILL
. QE® UNSCRAMBLE
| /" A MYSTERY WORD

STUDENTS WILL
—[| @3) FOLLOW CLUES
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HOW IT WORKS

Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |0 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at

the question at the bottom labeled — '

‘code word". : Foatn-03 Angel
STO

The code word for THAT card number
will lead them to a different card. But
here's the catch... students will NOT
know where to find the code word
answer so they will have to skim,
browse and revisit the reading cards
several times to find the answer they
are seeking.




COMBINATION

Th|s scavenger huntis a
winning combination of:

. movement

] close reading

1 comprehension skills

] mystery words & codes
] citing evidence

4 critical thinking

Everything a teacher dreams of wrapped
up intfo one FUN and engaging activity!
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