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2 You have been assigned a top-secret mission of utmost importance at w H I D D :
< Maplewood Middle School. A notorious football rival has stolen the beloved .
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly

=AW oo B Do/ U SHORT READING PASSAGES

from the reading passage on this page.
el e e L L
Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.
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i £\ of |8 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
i o e e  TEACHER SET UP -

« STUDENT DIRECTIONS ,
mmermee= il HINT CARDS - 1N
Wl FAQGS ¢ e
« ANSWER KEY <

< PROP SIGNS i

1111

111y

. o —

o q = LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LY a ooann] A
= - s 1 A D o -
- = : TEACHER SET UP 50
= - - = The 4 Ll LT
® - ™ Print the reading passages (also referred to as clue cards) found on reaqj J pas:
= = PAGES 7-11 for EACH team or partner set (front and back). | HIGHLY th, Oughoyt 4 Sages eq
= - rect COMprehan.: ages to Sntial byt
= - N _L >4 only pQSSQg , CornenS’gn Skills. gq, h I(’;I)L“’,V Student o ke[? down
. . ens, ~lUe cqrg j, Or|
Prin inferen . Alth, ugh Questiong d in, ludes Sh
sca dedycti © pass Secrg ont
gat H UCtive reqgq - 2988 builg o tmesnge to E
wal What advice can | give my students before they begin? I n o

to “”defStOnd[ng an Citing o one ang Other

Thi Vi
e Of the fulfey, o1ce will leqd

rea

The only advice | give my students is.. “Complete the decoders in
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Only use buttons on the keyboard with a single alphabet 3
letter. Do not count the other buttons. a
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the F PA

statements below. The answers will come directly

from the reading passage on this page.
the Executive Branch of the federal

d "the President’s Cabinet."

3 room.” James Madison fir ' ' i ‘

A “cabinet” of p
decisions about

ach have a special set of skills and
3 serve as advisors. The members of the Cabinet operate out of the w
J White House in Washington, D.c.
: The Cabinet is organj ent. The members are not
elected by citizen S, or chooses, his Cabinet
3 membe ed (approved) by the Senate. The Yo U
e (set up) and remo bers as he/she sees

ead of the Cabinet is the 4 t.

The term “ ated from a French or Italian word
meagpi

_____________ ,orc
abinet mem confirmed by the Senq

The President is the head of the
Branch of the federal (nationcl) government.
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James Madison served, . DECODE THE
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CITING TEXT EVIDENCE

Students will read the final code
statements then PROVE WHERE
they found the answer (CLUE #).
This will ensure that students
read and revisit the reading
passages multiple times seeking
text evidence.

CRITICAL THINKING

Students will use critical thinking
skills to decode the secret
messages. They will then use
the information revealed in the
message to determine the

final 4-digit code.

2 U
Read the state! ts below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). Y | need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.

The head of inet is the Vice President.

e oversees the military and is

e first President to organize and
The Judiciar 789 created the office of Attorney
General.

The ExecutivE Branch is outlined in Article Il of the U.S.
Constitution.

Some Presidents have created subcommittees under the
Cabinet members to discuss complex issues.
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Once you have decoded the secret messages on each clue card, use the
hints below to determine the FINAL 4-digit code. Pay attention because
thaaglues” below are NOT in order.

. The THIRD nu lock is the number of years Colin
Powell served tate MINUS 1.

T he number of agencies the
includes MINUS 19.

i
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he number president that
us 2.

umber of th k is the year Frances Perkins was
inted MINUS 1925.
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ENGAGING READING
COMPREHENSION PRACTICE!

There are 4 clue cards and 4 puzzle
a decoders. Each clue card includes a

short reading passage, questions to
check for understanding, and a
secret message to decode.

Students will work in pairs (or
individually) and race to complete
all 4 clue cards. A friendly
competition always increases
engagement. As students progress
through the escape room, they

will earn “clues” to determine the
final 4-digit code. The final code

is also a puzzlel
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ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY

The reading passages are sequential but broken down
throughout 4 pages to allow students to work on
comprehension skills. Each clue card includes a short
passage, comprehension questions and a secret message to
decode. Although the passages build on one another,
inferences, deductive reasoning and citing evidence will lead
to understanding of the full text.

OVERVIEW

READING Students will use the reading passage from EACH

PASSAGE clue card seeking answers to the “show what you
know” portion. They will also need to revisit each of k.4

the 4 clue card passages to “prove” where they

found the answer for the final code (text evidence)

CLUE | Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in 1 70 o o

blank questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

CLUE 2 Students will read the passage, answer 3 True '-o 8
False questions, and reveal a secret message 2 £
using a puzzle decoder. N 7
3 °

CLUE 3 Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in the »
blank questions, and reveal a secret message G
using a puzzle decoder. \

CLUE U Students will read the passage, answer 3 True or
False questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

FINAL CODE | As students progress through the escape room,
they will decode “clues” to determine the final

4-digit code. The final code is also a puzzle! In
order to “escape” students must present correct
answers for EVERY question as well as the
decoded secret messages and final 4-digit code.
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BENEFITS

PRINT & GO

CLOSE READING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS
SECRET CODES

CITING EVIDENCE
CRITICAL THINKING
MOVEMENT

ACTIVE LEARNING
CROSS-CURRICULAR
HIGHLY ENGAGING

NO LOCKS NEEDED

NO ENVELOPES TO STUFF
NO ODD SHAPES TO CUT




. USEIEOR

ANTICIPATORY SETS
UNIT REVIEW
EARLY FINISHERS
STATIONS
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.——~" REWARD ACTIVITY

SUB PLANS
COLLABORATION
ENRICHMENT
GALLERY WALK
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