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2 You have been assigned a top-secret mission of utmost importance at w H I D D :
< Maplewood Middle School. A notorious football rival has stolen the beloved .
At v I E

- "o th
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly

=AW oo B Do/ U SHORT READING PASSAGES

from the reading passage on this page.
el e e L L
Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

g « U4 PUZZLE DECODERS (LABELED)
i £\ of |8 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
i o e e  TEACHER SET UP -

« STUDENT DIRECTIONS ,
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The only advice | give my students is.. “Complete the decoders in
{ too many students are gathered around Decoder #” the ne

puz { or clue. If you get stuck, move on and cor rours READIN
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E CLUET
Only use buttons on the keyboard with a single alphabet 3
letter. Do not count the other buttons. a
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.

The US. Senateiis g part of the Legislative Branch of the federal
(nctionql) government. The main job of the Legislative Branch is to
make laws. Congress is bicamera| which means that it is diviflled int
two houses: the Sengte and the House of Representatives. T,
these houses are known as Congress.

The structure and role of the U.S. Senate is outlined i
States Constitution in Article 1. The Senate is referred to
house because it has specific powers not granted to the lo e.

Each house has g unique role to make sure that the Legisla
Branch fulfills its dutjes, It is also divided to prevent any one section of
the Legislative Branch from becoming unreasonably powerfyl,

The word “senator” comes from the Latin word for “old man.” The
first senators elected were Robert Morris and William Maclay from
Pennsylvania in 1788,

The first meetj
Throu .

New York City in 1789.
States Congress has met in New York
y Washington, D.c, rmanent location of
gton D.C. was establishe nce Act of 1790.

@ O 0
The struct
Stat

the U.S. Senate is outlined in the Unj ed

The first Senate, in 1789...
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READ THE
PASSAGE

SHOW WHAT
YOU KNOW

DECODE THE
MESSAGE
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CITING TEXT EVIDENCE

Students will read the final code
statements then PROVE WHERE
they found the answer (CLUE #).
This will ensure that students
read and revisit the reading
passages multiple times seeking
text evidence.

CRITICAL THINKING

Students will use critical thinking
skills to decode the secret
messages. They will then use
the information revealed in the
message to determine the

final 4-digit code.

2 U
Read the state! ts below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). Y | need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.

All states hat enators regardless of population or

aw, then the President has the
jt.

the “upper” house because it
ranted to the lower house.

When the vi ent is not breaking a tie, the leader of
the Senate i resident pro tempore.

Throughout Ks history, the United States Congress has
met in New York City, Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C.

ARNNRA

G The Senate works to operate impeachment hearings.

Once you have decoded the secret messages on each clue card, use the
hints below to determine the FINAL 4-digit code. Pay attention because
thaaglues” below are NOT in order.

. The THIRD nu lock is the number of members the
first Senate in 1 16.
T he number of years Strom

INUS 40.

)

Frrrrrrerrrrrrrrerrrrrrereey

he number president that
S 2.

umber of th k is the year Rebecca Felton was
ed to the Senate MIIJUS 1919.
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HOWELTBWORKS

ENGAGING READING
COMPREHENSION PRACTICE!

There are 4 clue cards and 4 puzzle
a decoders. Each clue card includes a

short reading passage, questions to
check for understanding, and a
secret message to decode.

Students will work in pairs (or
individually) and race to complete
all 4 clue cards. A friendly
competition always increases
engagement. As students progress
through the escape room, they

will earn “clues” to determine the
final 4-digit code. The final code

is also a puzzlel




PRINIT

ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY

The reading passages are sequential but broken down
throughout 4 pages to allow students to work on
comprehension skills. Each clue card includes a short
passage, comprehension questions and a secret message to
decode. Although the passages build on one another,
inferences, deductive reasoning and citing evidence will lead
to understanding of the full text.

OVERVIEW

READING Students will use the reading passage from EACH

PASSAGE clue card seeking answers to the “show what you
know” portion. They will also need to revisit each of k.4

the 4 clue card passages to “prove” where they

found the answer for the final code (text evidence)

CLUE | Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in 1 70 o o

blank questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

CLUE 2 Students will read the passage, answer 3 True '-o 8
False questions, and reveal a secret message 2 £
using a puzzle decoder. N 7
3 °

CLUE 3 Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in the »
blank questions, and reveal a secret message G
using a puzzle decoder. \

CLUE U Students will read the passage, answer 3 True or
False questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

FINAL CODE | As students progress through the escape room,
they will decode “clues” to determine the final

4-digit code. The final code is also a puzzle! In
order to “escape” students must present correct
answers for EVERY question as well as the
decoded secret messages and final 4-digit code.

© Think Tank Toa
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BENEFITS

PRINT & GO

CLOSE READING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS
SECRET CODES

CITING EVIDENCE
CRITICAL THINKING
MOVEMENT

ACTIVE LEARNING
CROSS-CURRICULAR
HIGHLY ENGAGING

NO LOCKS NEEDED

NO ENVELOPES TO STUFF
NO ODD SHAPES TO CUT




. USE EGR

ANTICIPATORY SETS
UNIT REVIEW
EARLY FINISHERS
STATIONS

———

.——~" REWARD ACTIVITY

SUB PLANS
COLLABORATION
ENRICHMENT
GALLERY WALK
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