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2 You have been assigned a top-secret mission of utmost importance at w H I D D :
< Maplewood Middle School. A notorious football rival has stolen the beloved .
At v I E

- "o th

LLLL L L L L L

Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly

=AW oo B Do/ U SHORT READING PASSAGES

from the reading passage on this page.
el e e L L
Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

g « U4 PUZZLE DECODERS (LABELED)
i £\ of |8 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
i o e e  TEACHER SET UP -

« STUDENT DIRECTIONS ,
mmermee= il HINT CARDS - 1N
Wl FAQGS ¢ e
« ANSWER KEY <

< PROP SIGNS i
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- = : TEACHER SET UP 50
= - - = The 4 Ll LT
® - ™ Print the reading passages (also referred to as clue cards) found on reaqj J pas:
= = PAGES 7-11 for EACH team or partner set (front and back). | HIGHLY th, Oughoyt 4 Sages eq
= - rect COMprehan.: ages to Sntial byt
= - N _L >4 only pQSSQg , CornenS’gn Skills. gq, h I(’;I)L“’,V Student o ke[? down
. . ens, ~lUe cqrg j, Or|
Prin inferen . Alth, ugh Questiong d in, ludes Sh
sca dedycti © pass Secrg ont
gat H UCtive reqgq - 2988 builg o tmesnge to E
wal What advice can | give my students before they begin? I n o

to “”defStOnd[ng an Citing o one ang Other
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e Of the fulfey, o1ce will leqd
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The only advice | give my students is.. “Complete the decoders in
{ too many students are gathered around Decoder #” the ne

puz { or clue. If you get stuck, move on and cor rours READIN
she process the puzzle. You mav »~* atis A G
prir puzzles are meant *~ SSAGE

tell

E CLUET
Only use buttons on the keyboard with a single alphabet 3
letter. Do not count the other buttons. a
|- (no symbols, no numbers) M CLUE 2
L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L LT
WE3—
£y




LI CLUE-CARDS







‘

. .J.].l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.

Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly

from the reading passage on this page.
The Constitutio eme law of the land in the United

g States,

United States and sets basic rights for its Citizens.

- The US government has three main branches that f

3 together as well as Separately. Each branch has their o

4 act on behalf of the government and to limit the power of t

4 branches. These branches are known as the Legislative, Executiy rand
Judicial, or Articles I IFand Ill. The Framers of the Constitution made

4 sure that no one branch overnment could have too much power,

> creating a system known qgs “Checks and balances.”

D The Founding Fathers were responsible for the start of the United

o States. They declared ind Britain in 1776 ang
established the fe ment. Their focus was on g

J govern hat still provided guaranteed liberties

Constitution is the Constitution still in use.
ations have modeled thej after that of the Us.

The US C
Consti

rd constitution simply means *
government’,

The Constitution is the
of the land in the United States.

The number of delegates that originally signed the..
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READ THE
PASSAGE

SHOW WHAT
YOU KNOW

DECODE THE
MESSAGE
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CITING TEXT EVIDENCE

Students will read the final code
statements then PROVE WHERE
they found the answer (CLUE #).
This will ensure that students
read and revisit the reading
passages multiple times seeking
text evidence.

CRITICAL THINKING

Students will use critical thinking
skills to decode the secret
messages. They will then use
the information revealed in the
message to determine the

final 4-digit code.

2 U
Read the state! ts below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). Y | need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.
Congress ¢ || the money to put the president’s
the Chief Justice of the

the trial in the Senate.

ce from Britain in 1776 and
national) government.

Franklin D. R vetoed 635 bills, more than any other
president.

The ExecutivE Branch includes the president, vice
president, and cabinet members.

ARNNRA

G The president also has power over the Judicial Branch by
appointing (choosing) judges.

Once you have decoded the secret messages on each clue card, use the
hints below to determine the FINAL 4-digit code. Pay attention because
thaaglues” below are NOT in order.

. The THIRD nu lock is the number of original
members that abinet included MINUS 3.
N T he number of days the
aw MINUS 3.

N

Frrrrrrerrrrrrrrerrrrrrereey

he number of delegates that
on MINUS 30.

umber of th k is the year President Andrew
son was impeachedyMINUS 1861.

2 C e
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HOWETTEWIORKS

ENGAGING READING
COMPREHENSION PRACTICE!

There are 4 clue cards and 4 puzzle
a decoders. Each clue card includes a

short reading passage, questions to
check for understanding, and a
secret message to decode.

Students will work in pairs (or
individually) and race to complete
all 4 clue cards. A friendly
competition always increases
engagement. As students progress
through the escape room, they

will earn “clues” to determine the
final 4-digit code. The final code

is also a puzzlel




PRINIT

ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY

The reading passages are sequential but broken down
throughout 4 pages to allow students to work on
comprehension skills. Each clue card includes a short
passage, comprehension questions and a secret message to
decode. Although the passages build on one another,
inferences, deductive reasoning and citing evidence will lead
to understanding of the full text.

OVERVIEW

READING Students will use the reading passage from EACH

PASSAGE clue card seeking answers to the “show what you
know” portion. They will also need to revisit each of k.4

the 4 clue card passages to “prove” where they

found the answer for the final code (text evidence)

CLUE | Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in 1 70 o o

blank questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

CLUE 2 Students will read the passage, answer 3 True '-o 8
False questions, and reveal a secret message 2 £
using a puzzle decoder. N 7
3 °

CLUE 3 Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in the »
blank questions, and reveal a secret message G
using a puzzle decoder. \

CLUE U Students will read the passage, answer 3 True or
False questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

FINAL CODE | As students progress through the escape room,
they will decode “clues” to determine the final

4-digit code. The final code is also a puzzle! In
order to “escape” students must present correct
answers for EVERY question as well as the
decoded secret messages and final 4-digit code.

© Think Tank Toa
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BENEFITS

PRINT & GO

CLOSE READING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS
SECRET CODES

CITING EVIDENCE
CRITICAL THINKING
MOVEMENT

ACTIVE LEARNING
CROSS-CURRICULAR
HIGHLY ENGAGING

NO LOCKS NEEDED

NO ENVELOPES TO STUFF
NO ODD SHAPES TO CUT




. USEIEOR

ANTICIPATORY SETS
UNIT REVIEW
EARLY FINISHERS
STATIONS

———

.——~" REWARD ACTIVITY

SUB PLANS
COLLABORATION
ENRICHMENT
GALLERY WALK
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