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2 You have been assigned a top-secret mission of utmost importance at w H I D D :
< Maplewood Middle School. A notorious football rival has stolen the beloved .
At v I E
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.
Thallc PRPR—— PORBIPT SR — 1

4 SHORT READING PASSAGES

Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

4 PUZZLE DECODERS (UNLABELED)
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.

itution is called the

el el bl L L e e T T A T

Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

U PUZZLE DECODERS (LABELED)
I8 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
TEACHER SET UP o
STUDENT DIRECTIONS ,
HINT CARDS p— AN
FAQS ) ‘ S
ANSWER KEY ¢ | e
PROP SIGNS K
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Read the statements below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). You will need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.
_n —a
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The only advice | give my students is.. “Complete the decoders in
{ too many students are gathered around Decoder #” the ne

puz { or clue. If you get stuck, move on and cor rours READIN
she process the puzzle. You mav »~* atis A G
prir puzzles are meant *~ SSAGE
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E CLUET
Only use buttons on the keyboard with a single alphabet 3
letter. Do not count the other buttons. a
|- (no symbols, no numbers) M CLUE 2
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L CLUE-CARDS
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.
Saturn is the sixth planet from the sun in the solar system. It is the
4 second largest planet with the largest rings surrounding it. Saturn is
o bright enough to be seen from Earth without a telescope. Disgbvere
in ancient times, Saturn was named after the Roman god o
and agriculture,

€ seen easily from Earth, even with a regular
4 telescope. It is not known rings formed. Scientists
believe they ma : + USteroids, and other objects
d that bro g the planet, and Saturn's strong
eces into its orbit. Thegi Span across 250,000

Saturn is the
the solar system,

Compared to Earth, Saturn...
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SHOW WHAT
YOU KNOW

DECODE THE
MESSAGE
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CITING TEXT EVIDENCE

Students will read the final code
statements then PROVE WHERE
they found the answer (CLUE #).
This will ensure that students
read and revisit the reading
passages multiple times seeking
text evidence.

CRITICAL THINKING

Students will use critical thinking
skills to decode the secret
messages. They will then use
the information revealed in the
message to determine the

final 4-digit code.

2 U
Read the state! ts below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). Y | need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.

Dione is the inner moon and Saturn’s 4th largest

rtest day of any planet in the

osed of gases, 94% hydrogen
Astronomer: beled Saturn’s main rings with letters
of the alpha

The first to eMPlore the planet was the Pioneer 11, launched
in 1973.

ARNNRA

G The Assyrians first recorded Saturn in the 8th century BC.

Once you have decoded the secret messages on each clue card, use the
hints below to determine the FINAL 4-digit code. Pay attention because
thaaglues” below are NOT in order.

Q The THIRD nu lock is the number of new moons
discovered in 2

T he average thickness in

he number of times wider
INUS 2.

|

Frrrrrrerrrrrrrrerrrrrrereey

umber of th k is the year the Cassini-Huygens
ion ended MINUS 20¥.
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ENGAGING READING
COMPREHENSION PRACTICE!

There are 4 clue cards and 4 puzzle
a decoders. Each clue card includes a

short reading passage, questions to
check for understanding, and a
secret message to decode.

Students will work in pairs (or
individually) and race to complete
all 4 clue cards. A friendly
competition always increases
engagement. As students progress
through the escape room, they

will earn “clues” to determine the
final 4-digit code. The final code

is also a puzzlel
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ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY

The reading passages are sequential but broken down
throughout 4 pages to allow students to work on
comprehension skills. Each clue card includes a short
passage, comprehension questions and a secret message to
decode. Although the passages build on one another,
inferences, deductive reasoning and citing evidence will lead
to understanding of the full text.

OVERVIEW

READING Students will use the reading passage from EACH

PASSAGE clue card seeking answers to the “show what you
know” portion. They will also need to revisit each of k.4

the 4 clue card passages to “prove” where they

found the answer for the final code (text evidence)

CLUE | Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in 1 70 o o

blank questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

CLUE 2 Students will read the passage, answer 3 True '-o 8
False questions, and reveal a secret message 2 £
using a puzzle decoder. N 7
3 °

CLUE 3 Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in the »
blank questions, and reveal a secret message G
using a puzzle decoder. \

CLUE U Students will read the passage, answer 3 True or
False questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

FINAL CODE | As students progress through the escape room,
they will decode “clues” to determine the final

4-digit code. The final code is also a puzzle! In
order to “escape” students must present correct
answers for EVERY question as well as the
decoded secret messages and final 4-digit code.

© Think Tank Toa
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BENEFITS

PRINT & GO

CLOSE READING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS
SECRET CODES

CITING EVIDENCE
CRITICAL THINKING
MOVEMENT

ACTIVE LEARNING
CROSS-CURRICULAR
HIGHLY ENGAGING

NO LOCKS NEEDED

NO ENVELOPES TO STUFF
NO ODD SHAPES TO CUT




. USEIEOR

ANTICIPATORY SETS
UNIT REVIEW
EARLY FINISHERS
STATIONS

———

.——~" REWARD ACTIVITY

SUB PLANS
COLLABORATION
ENRICHMENT
GALLERY WALK
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