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Of the seven continents that cover the land area
of our earth, the fourth largest continent in size is
South America. South America, primarily in the
southern hemisphere, covers nearly 7 milion square
miles of land. There are roughly 438.5 milion people
who call South America home making it the fifth

largest continent in population. South America is made
y The Incan Civilization was a dominant force in
South America before Spain and Portugal
colonized most of the continent. In the ISth century,
conquerors and European settlers came to South
America, so many people still speak Spanish,
Portuguese, French, and English. Native populations
have lived in South America since at least 10,000 BC
and have many unique languages and cultural

aspects still used today. There are about one
hundred fifty languages used in Brazil. Quechua is

the language spoken by the Inca.

South Americais the —__
largest continent in size.
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Brazil is also home to the largest city
in South America. The city of Sao
Paolo is home to over 22 million

<

y The longest river in South America is the
Amazon River. It is the second longest river in
the world, only about 93 miles shorter than the
Nile River in Egypt, which is the longest river in
the world. Many animals depend on the Amazon
River and make their home in the rainforest
surrounding the river. The highest waterfallin the
world is Santo del Angel (Angel Falls). It is almost
1000 meters high. | ake Maracaibo is the biggest
lake in South America. The Catatumbo River

provides 57% of the lake's water.
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The most iconic stadium in the
world is known as —__ Stadium.

9 > Mount Aconcaguain A
mountain in South America
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The smallest country in South America |
| is Suriname which is only about 63,000
/square miles. That is about the same size
/ as the state of Florida or Georgia in the
' United States. There are just over 600,000
{ people who call Suriname home, making it
A

the lowest populated independent couniry

Brazil is the largest country in South
America and covers nearly half of the
available land mass of the continent. In
Brazil, people speak Portuguese becaus
Porfuguese sailors and settlers came
razil in the late 1400s and early 1500,
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HOW IT WORKS

Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |10 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at
the question at the bottom labeled S —"g
"code word". = tf,.g

The code word for THAT card number
will lead them to a different card. But
here's the catch... students will NOT
know where to find the code word
answer so they will have to skim,
browse and revisit the reading cards
several times to find the answer they
are seeking.

world is Santo del




COMBINATION

Th|s scavenger hunt is a
winning combination of:

movement

close reading
comprehension skills
mystery words & codes
citing evidence

critical thinking

Everything a teacher dreams of wrapped
up intfo one FUN and engaging activity!
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