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You have been assigned a top-secret mission of utmost importance at w H I I N I U D E D :
< Maplewood Middle School. A notorious football rival has stolen the beloved .
P
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U PUZZLE DECODERS (UNLABELED)
U PUZZLE DECODERS (LABELED)
I8 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.

Thalle ToRr— ki o PO

Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

CLCLCCCLLAS
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.

itution is called the

Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

Read the statements below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). You will need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the readi

Executive Branch of the Us.go

The Executive Branch is responsible for enforcing feder,
by the president, who serves qs both the head of state
government, it also includes the vice president and the cab
Construction of the White House began in 1792, after Presiden
George Washington selected the site. Washington oversaw the
construction but never liveq in the White House. |t was designed by an f£
architect named James Hoban and completed in 1800. John Adams
(America’s second president) became the first president to reside in it.
The mansion was designed.i al style, with influences
from both Georgi ure.
Origi dlled the "President's Palace" or
- Itwas not officiall the White House unti|
»when Theodore Roosevelt € we use today.

as called the ‘President’s
"or "Executive Mansion."

Originall

ction of the White House beganin
resident George Washington selected the site.

Branch is responsi

Benjamin Harrison had electricity installed at the White House... {
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CITING TEXT EVIDENCE

Students will read the final code
statements then PROVE WHERE
they found the answer (CLUE #).
This will ensure that students
read and revisit the reading
passages multiple times seeking
text evidence.

CRITICAL THINKING

Students will use critical thinking
skills to decode the secret
messages. They will then use
the information revealed in the
message to determine the

final 4-digit code.

Read the state ts below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.

4 (WHAT CLUE #). Y | need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.

Washington the construction but never lived in
structed from the timbers of

in a neoclassical style, with
rgian and Roman architecture.

Abraham Li ed the Emancipation Proclamation
here in 1863.

The White H#Use is divided into three main sections: the
Executive Residence, the East Wing, and the West Wing.

First Lady Dolley Madison, wife of James Madison, famously
saved a portrait of George Washington before fleeing.

L]

Once you have decoded the secret messages on each clue card, use the
hints below to determine the FINAL 4-digit code. Pay attention because
thaaglues” below are NOT in order.

< The THIRD nu Jock is the year Lyndon Johnson was
sworn in as pre: ce One MINUS 1963. a
. T he year the bowling alley
INUS 1940. J

he year Benjamin Harrison had
e House MINUS 1890.

umber of th k is the year William Howard Taft
he first Oval Office ifstalled MINUS 1900.
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A0 X7 WORKS

ENGAGING READING
COMPREHENSION PRACTICE!

There are 4 clue cards and 4 puzzle
a decoders. Each clue card includes a

short reading passage, questions to
check for understanding, and a
secret message to decode.

Students will work in pairs (or
individually) and race to complete
all 4 clue cards. A friendly
competition always increases
engagement. As students progress
through the escape room, they

will earn “clues” to determine the
final 4-digit code. The final code

is also a puzzlel




PRENTTIGO

ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY

The reading passages are sequential but broken down
throughout 4 pages to allow students to work on
comprehension skills. Each clue card includes a short
passage, comprehension questions and a secret message to
decode. Although the passages build on one another,
inferences, deductive reasoning and citing evidence will lead
to understanding of the full text.

OVERVIEW

READING Students will use the reading passage from EACH

PASSAGE clue card seeking answers to the “show what you
know"” portion. They will also need to revisit each of ~ f.d

the 4 clue card passages to “prove” where they

found the answer for the final code (text evidence)

CLUE | Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in t "IO R o

blank questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

CLUE 2 Students will read the passage, answer 3 True '-o 8
False questions, and reveal a secret message 2 .
using a puzzle decoder. N 7
°

CLUE 3 Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in the »
blank questions, and reveal a secret message #&
using a puzzle decoder. -

CLUE U Students will read the passage, answer 3 True or
False questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

FINAL CODE | As students progress through the escape room,
they will decode “clues” to determine the final

4-digit code. The final code is also a puzzle! In
order to “escape” students must present correct
answers for EVERY question as well as the
decoded secret messages and final 4-digit code.
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BENEFITS

PRINT & GO

CLOSE READING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS
SECRET CODES

CITING EVIDENCE
CRITICAL THINKING
MOVEMENT

ACTIVE LEARNING
CROSS-CURRICULAR
HIGHLY ENGAGING

NO LOCKS NEEDED

NO ENVELOPES TO STUFF
NO ODD SHAPES TO CUT




~ USEIEGR

ANTICIPATORY SETS
UNIT REVIEW
EARLY FINISHERS
STATIONS

—

.—~" REWARD ACTIVITY
SUB PLANS
COLLABORATION
ENRICHMENT
GALLERY WALK
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