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You have been assigned a top-secret mission of utmost importance at w H I I N I U D E D :
< Maplewood Middle School. A notorious football rival has stolen the beloved .
P

L SHORT READING PASSAGES
U PUZZLE DECODERS (UNLABELED)
U PUZZLE DECODERS (LABELED)
I8 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
TEACHER SET UP o
STUDENT DIRECTIONS ,
HINT CARDS p— AN
FAQS ) ‘ S
ANSWER KEY ¢ | e
PROP SIGNS K
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.

Thalle ToRr— ki o PO

Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

CLCLCCCLLAS
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Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.

itution is called the

Read the passage below, then answer the True or
False statements. Circle T for True or F for False.

Read the statements below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.
(WHAT CLUE #). You will need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.
_n —a

e e ———— e

= = !H!!!!U!!!U!!!!!!!!!U!U!!!!!B!!!!U!B= L LT T () A
B - 4 — 2 M~ Fus, .J.
- H=,2 : TEACHER SET UP 5C o LI
= = 4 - DB
x 4 P =2 — Print the reading passages (also referred to as clue cards) found on The reaqj J pas
= = PAGES 7-11 for EACH team or partner set (front and back). | HIGHLY th"Ongh ut 4 Sages are sequent
- = rect Mpre, - Pages ential p,
E - N | ony FELELLLLIT I L LTI L LT LT Passq e,pCO;ens:onsku o sty 22t roken oy
prin |3 ] od heng, Clue carq jpy 0 Work on
= - sca s Infergp, ©- Alth, ugh Guestion, INcludes o sh,
= = gat |3 deductiyg res Passages builg opooret messgrt 2
= = wal ) What advice can | give my students before they begin? to un 50) INg ang it Onone an ge to
d ; ; % derstq, Citin : Other
= — The [} The only advice | give my students is.. “Complete the decoders in Nding of th g evi lence yi /.
x ] rea ] too many students are gathered around Decoder #° the ne RE © full text, will lead
= 1 puz { or clue. If you get stuck, move on and cor-" rours
= a sho process the puzzle. You may r~* atis pAADING Stude, - OVERVIEW
= = prir || Puzzles are meant +- SSAGE ”ti Will Use the o=
= ] tell | Seeking onsw°°"”§ Passage from—
— e CH

o = What
x = CLUE ] ALy
x Only use buttons on the keyboard with a single alphabet =
= letter. Do not count the other buttons. »
= no symbols, no numbers =
H (no symbols, ) 4 CLUE 3

L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L LT
= ] W
o = L
= : |
x = ~
x a the SH aev o
= = Y — es
= a ) % 0"‘5\';’ ¢ it vep!
: L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L LT : .: % L \N U\d br
= e S : ew\ t
H . : PV d e .










READIRTTHINK

‘

& READ THE

. .l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.

Read the passage, then fill in the blank on the
statements below. The answers will come directly
from the reading passage on this page.
Comets are among the most fascinating celestial objects in the
described as “dirty snow

A comet approaches the S
changes to its structure. T
made up of a mixt

as carb -

ICe, and frozen gases such
oxide, methane, and ammonia. Images
erevealed irregular S, craters, and rough
N comet nuclei.

ore of a comet made up of a mixtuge of
€, and frozen

The nucle
dus

S consist of three main parts: the nucleus,
nd tails.

Often described qs "dirty
they provide insights into t

The nucleus of Comet C/2014 UN271is estimated...
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SHOW WHAT
YOU KNOW

DECODE THE
MESSAGE
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CITING TEXT EVIDENCE

Students will read the final code
statements then PROVE WHERE
they found the answer (CLUE #).
This will ensure that students
read and revisit the reading
passages multiple times seeking
text evidence.

CRITICAL THINKING

Students will use critical thinking
skills to decode the secret
messages. They will then use
the information revealed in the
message to determine the

final 4-digit code.

Read the state ts below then indicate WHERE you can find the answer.

4 (WHAT CLUE #). Y | need to revisit each clue page/passage to find PROOF.

In 1951, Kui esized that remnants of the early
ist beyond Pluto.

iginate from two main regions in
elt and Oort Cloud.

e Sun, the increasing heat
s to its structure.

The comar nlight and may glow faintly due to
chemical re: s caused by solar radiation.

Images fronPspacecraft have revealed irregular shapes,
craters, and rough terrain on comet nuclei.

L]

During its 1986 approach, spacecraft like Giotto and Vega
e captured close-up images of its nucleus.

Once you have decoded the secret messages on each clue card, use the
hints below to determine the FINAL 4-digit code. Pay attention because
thaaglues” below are NOT in order.

< The THIRD nu Jock is the year that the first
photograph of /Cs taken MINUS 1854.
. T he year that Halley's

he estimated width in miles
14 UN271 MINUS 71.

i

umber of the is the number of months the Hale-
Comet was visible t§fthe naked eye in 1997 MINUS 9.

o o
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10 LT WORKS

ENGAGING READING
COMPREHENSION PRACTICE!

There are 4 clue cards and 4 puzzle
a decoders. Each clue card includes a

short reading passage, questions to
check for understanding, and a
secret message to decode.

Students will work in pairs (or
individually) and race to complete
all 4 clue cards. A friendly
competition always increases
engagement. As students progress
through the escape room, they

will earn “clues” to determine the
final 4-digit code. The final code

is also a puzzlel




PRENTTIGO

ABOUT THIS ACTIVITY

The reading passages are sequential but broken down
throughout 4 pages to allow students to work on
comprehension skills. Each clue card includes a short
passage, comprehension questions and a secret message to
decode. Although the passages build on one another,
inferences, deductive reasoning and citing evidence will lead
to understanding of the full text.

OVERVIEW

READING Students will use the reading passage from EACH

PASSAGE clue card seeking answers to the “show what you
know"” portion. They will also need to revisit each of ~ f.d

the 4 clue card passages to “prove” where they

found the answer for the final code (text evidence)

CLUE | Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in t "IO R o

blank questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

CLUE 2 Students will read the passage, answer 3 True '-o 8
False questions, and reveal a secret message 2 .
using a puzzle decoder. N 7
°

CLUE 3 Students will read the passage, answer 3 fill in the »
blank questions, and reveal a secret message #&
using a puzzle decoder. -

CLUE U Students will read the passage, answer 3 True or
False questions, and reveal a secret message
using a puzzle decoder.

FINAL CODE | As students progress through the escape room,
they will decode “clues” to determine the final

4-digit code. The final code is also a puzzle! In
order to “escape” students must present correct
answers for EVERY question as well as the
decoded secret messages and final 4-digit code.
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BENEFITS

PRINT & GO

CLOSE READING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS
SECRET CODES

CITING EVIDENCE
CRITICAL THINKING
MOVEMENT

ACTIVE LEARNING
CROSS-CURRICULAR
HIGHLY ENGAGING

NO LOCKS NEEDED

NO ENVELOPES TO STUFF
NO ODD SHAPES TO CUT




. USE EGR

ANTICIPATORY SETS
UNIT REVIEW
EARLY FINISHERS
STATIONS

—

.——~" REWARD ACTIVITY
SUB PLANS
COLLABORATION
ENRICHMENT
GALLERY WALK
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