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1 The U.S. Capitol Building, along the banks of the
Potomac River, is an iconic symbol of American
democracy and home to the Legislative Branch of
government. Located in Washington, D.C,, it was
designed by Wiliam Thornton and construction began in
[793. The original building has expanded over time,
including the addition of its famous dome in the 1850s.

y For decades, after the federal government
moved to Washington, D.C., the Capitol served not
only for legislative (law-making) functions but also
as a site for Sunday religious services. These
services were non-denominational and open to the
public, reflecting the Capitol's multifunctional use
during its early years. This practice of holding
religious services in the Capitol continued well into
the 19th century, with prominent figures like

Thomas Jefferson regularly attending.
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The National Statuary Hall
is located in the —__ wing.

Thornton's original plan was later enhanced
(improved) by other architects, including
Benjamin Latrobe and Charles Bulfinch, adding
details, and expanding the building. The most
iconic feature is the Capitol Dome, designed by

<

_?) The Rotunda is a large, circular room beneath

°|  the Capitol Dome. It is used for ceremonial events
and houses important artwork, including frescoes

(murals) and statues. The paintings are oil-on-canvas
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and measure twelve by eighteen feet, four of which
feature scenes from the Revolutionary War. The
artwork includes the famous fresco "The Apotheosis
of Washington® by Constantino Brumidi, and large
historic paintings by John Trumbull, such as

The Capitol Building was
designed by William —__.

"Declaration of Independence.
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9 Visitors of the first level can
the Brumidi Corridors, the Old
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the 19th century, with prominent figures like
I'homas Jefferson regularly attending.
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establishing Washington, D.C. as the rg
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Inside the Capitol, the Rotunda and National
| Statuary Hall showcase artwork depicting
/  key moments in American history. In the

/ 1850s, two large wings were added to

/ accommodate the growing number of
( lawmakers: the Senate Wing to the north
y

/

During the Civil War, construction of
the Capitol Building was stalled.
During this time, the building served
as a hospital to treat wounded
soldiers, military barracks (camps)

Prior to this, the nation's capital w
Pennsylvania. Construction of the buildin
George Washington, with the cornerstory
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HOW IT WORKS
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Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |10 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at
the question at the bottom labeled

n n The Capitol Byilgi
_ :
code word". - € designed by win
L el i,

The code word for THAT card number
will lead them to a different card. But
here's the catch... students will NOT
know where to find the code word
answer so they will have to skim,
browse and revisit the reading cards
several times to find the answer they
are seeking.




COMBINATION

ThIS scavenger huntis a
winning combination of:

movement

close reading
comprehension skills
mystery words & codes
citing evidence

critical thinking

Everything a teacher dreams of wrapped
up intfo one FUN and engaging activity!
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