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the Haab' (a 365-day solar calendar) and ihe
Tzolk'in (a 260-day ritual calendar). Their
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events and religious texts called codices.
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knowledge of the stars and planets helped them
create highly accurate calendars. The Maya's
writing system, called hieroglyphics, was one of
the most advanced in the Americas. They used
symbols (known as glyphs) to record historical
5
The Aztec civilization was located in 1 EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
central Mexico, built on an island in Lake
Texcoco. Their capital city, Tenochtitlan
(nracant-don Maviea Citv) wae farindad in

..?) As skilled farmers, the Aztec developed ‘ NT;
floating gardens called chinampas. These ANSWER SHEET
artificial islands were created in lakes and
allowed the Aztecs to grow crops like corn, THIS SCAVENGER HUNT HAS TWA
beans, and squash. The Aztec calendar b ‘;OZLL]K‘:;W”'C@G?Oc;ixijdﬁ?fjrwft‘r'
had two pOrTSi one was d 260'dGY ritual sfude;ﬁs v\;iii nced o w‘rtite’fhe\”ﬂ (.iown‘on 1l
colendor, and the other was a 365-d0y Part 2: Using the code word on each read

- unscramble the letters in the gray boxes §
agricultural calendar.
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J The Maya civilization develg \ )The Maya used-#wemmsin.tvpes of calendars: i The AzTec; civilizg‘rion was Ioco.fed in
Mesoamerica, a region that includ the tk,p»./ \\*tiand the central Mexico, built on an island in Lake
modern-day Mexico, Guatemall P Their Texcoco. Their c.opn‘o.l city, Tenochhﬂoq
Honduras. and El Salvador. The M ),/ M ther (present-day Mexico City), was founded in
1 - ' Thi h. dign! \s 1325 CE. The Aztec Empire included fierce
city-states. Is meant they didn | warriors who expanded their territory
~centfral government. Instead, fi the most advanced in the Americas. They u through military campaigns.
independent cities that often integ symbols (known as glyphs) to record historic
each other through trade ang / events and religious texts called codices. -
. Symbols of Huitzilopochtli
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The Maya were skilled builders |

P The Aztecs practiced human sacrifice
| as part of their religious beliefs. They
/ believed that Huitzilopochtli, god of the

The Maya also made advancements in
mathematics, particularly in the use of the number

structures that served as monun zero, which was revolutionary for their time. They

y
gods. Chichen Itzq, located on th, used 20 as the primary base for most J [ SNEPRE war, ne g N b O
Peninsula, is home to the El Castillo. T, calculations. The Maya civilization reached itsf’ daily nourishment and to keep the world
pyramid was constructed in honor '\ peak between 250 and 900 CE. By the time t { in balance. Symbols of Huitzilopochtli
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system of roads that connected the 5 ]
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led by Hernan Cortes in I52I. The > PoTat &
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diseases brought by the Europeans; quipu to record information such a
internal divisions within the Aztec Emnr data and agricultural productiol
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- - FINAL
) The Maya used 20 as the ) . The ___ conquistadors werg What 4 numb!
‘ primary base for most . " led by Hernan Cortes. theiseden you —




‘m L \,.‘a |/ B.!.’J, E=a .
\"" b \h { 23398335,

Y
X0 s

| A 2
L

3 X

AT
\ g i
= 1 5
2N 3

STUDENTS WILL
RECORD THEIR
CODE WORDS

1 STUDENTS WILL

FINAL WORD ANSWER: l RECORD WHERE
THEY FOUND THE

1} ANSWER

@ ol STUDENTS WILL
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| /" A MYSTERY WORD
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HOW IT WORKS

e B
qORORCICE 5

Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |10 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at
the question at the bottom labeled ——
"'code word'". = Sfe

to record i

The code word for THAT card number
will lead them to a different card. But
here's the catch... students will NOT
know where to find the code word
answer so they will have to skim,
browse and revisit the reading cards
several times to find the answer they
are seeking.




COMBINATION

Th|s scavenger hunt is a
winning combination of:

movement

close reading
comprehension skills
mystery words & codes
citing evidence

critical thinking

Everything a teacher dreams of wrapped
up intfo one FUN and engaging activity!
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