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3 ’ Some experts believe that the Maya cities became
too crowded, leading to overpopulation. As the
population grew, the demand for food, water, and other
natural resources increased. This could have resulted in
deforestation, soil exhaustion, and the inability to grow
enough crops to sustain large populations. Evidence
suggests that warfare among Maya city-states may have
played a role in their decline. Cities such as Tikal and
Calakmul were known for their rivalries, and inscriptions on
monuments indicate that conflicts and battles were
common. Constant warfare could have weakened cities,

making them vulnerable to collapse. o
| N CODE
WORD

Cortes and his men first
landed on the —__ Peninsula.
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Some scholars suggest that diseases such as
measles and smallpox, possibly brought by
trade with other regions or European
explorers, may have contributed to the
decline. The Maya civilization relied heavily on

<

y In 151, a Spanish shipwreck left survivors
stranded on the Yucatan Peninsula. Some were
captured by a halach uinic (Maya king) and
sacrificed by the Maya. However, Gonzalo Guerrero
and Jeronimo de Aguilar survived. Guerrero
assimilated into Maya society, marrying a Maya
woman and becoming a warrior. By 1514 Guerrero
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had reached the rank of nacom, a Mayan military
leader. Aguilar was later rescued by Hernan Cortes
in 1519 and joined his expedition as an interpreter.
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| While the Maya cities of the Classic
| period had largely declined by 900 CE,
/ many Maya people still lived in smaller
/ cities. When Spanish explorers arrived in
the 16th century, they encountered the

{ remaining Maya groups and launched
A

’Archaeological evidence from Peten (Guatemala)
suggests that a foreign group, possibly influencec

by the Toltec of central Mexico, invaded the

southern Maya lowlands. The Toltec were a
powerful civilization that thrived in central Mexi
between 200 and lI50 CE. The Maya civilizatio
:ade up of many independent city-states,
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Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |0 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at
the question at the bottom labeled .. -
‘code word". RC_ londeq g his men
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The code word for THAT card number

will lead them to a different card. But

here's the catch... students will NOT

know where to find the code word

answer so they will have to skim,

browse and revisit the reading cards

several times to find the answer they S— and
are seeking. %Oryem
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COMBINATION

Th|s scavenger hunt is a
winning combination of:

movement

close reading
comprehension skills
mystery words & codes
citing evidence

critical thinking

Everything a feacher dreams of wrapped
up info one FUN and engaging activity!
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