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Charlemagne, also known as Charles 1 and Charles '
the Great, was likely born around the year 742, in i
Belgium. He was part of the Carolingian dynasty, a (]

powerful family that ruled over the Franks. The
Franks were a group of Germanic tribes who lived

in parts of what is now France, and some O S H O R T P A S S A G E S
surrounding regions.. When his father, Pepin the
y As king, Charlemagne began expanding his | O Q U E S T I O N T R A I L S
territory right away. His armies defeated
groups like the Lombards in Italy, the Saxons in
Germany, and the Avars in Central Europe. T

One of his biggest chdllenges was defeating 2 E C O R D 1 N G S H E E T

the Saxons, who resisted his rule for over 30
years. Charlemagne chose the city of Aachen, y

present-day western Germany, as the capital = A N S W E R K E Y
of his empire. He built a grand palace there, <

along with a famous church called the Palatine
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of money called the livre carolinienne.
Before this, coins were not very consistent
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y Religion played a significant role in : =
Charlemagne's rule. He worked closely with ANSWER SHEET
the Pope and supported the Christian
Church. He helped build churches, supported
missionaries, and made sure people followed THIS SCAVENGER HUNT HAS TW{

Christian laws. After each military victory, ZOZLL]K‘:;W'”N??Ociife\if;si?‘fjrwft‘r'

he worked to convert the Conquered people students will need to write them down on fl
to the Christian faith. He even created rules Part 2: Using the code word on each reag
for how church services should be run and unscramble the letters in the gray boxes§

how priests should behave. All you have to do is print the 10 reading @
hide them! The more difficult the readingl

\ q —__ the Pious became emperor CODE more FUN the kids have AND the longer tf
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J)Chorlemogne, also known as Charles 1 ¢
the Great, was likely born around the y
Belgium. He was part of the Carolingiar
powerful family that ruled over the §
Franks were a group of Germanic tribe
in parts of what is now France, an
surrounding regions. When his father,
Short, died in 768, Charlemagne and h
Carloman ruled together. However, C

a few years later, leaving Charlem

sole ruler of the Frankish kiry
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As king, Charlemagne began expanding his
ferriToLy/ Fighd “macmies defeated
groups" ™he Saxons in
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his biggest challenges was
Saxons, who resisted his rule for
years. Charlemagne chose the city of Aa
present-day western Germany, as the capi

of his empire. He built a grand palace there,
along with a famous church called the Palatine

Chapel, which still stands today.
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What was the name of
Charlemagne's brother?
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On Christmas Day in the year 8

IIl crowned Charlemagne as th

the Romans' in St. Peter's Basilig

This event was significant be\o\
revived the idea of a Romor

Religion played a signi
Charlemagne's rule. He
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should be run
ould behave.

s became emperor
r Charlemagne.

Fa Al gh Charlemagne was known fo
powerful army, he often tried to sol
problems peacefully. The Pope had ai
Charlemagne for help because the Lon
king, Desiderius, had taken land that bel
to the Church. Charlemagne first trie
settle the issue by offering to pay K
Desiderius to return the land to the Py

| (:& What were the local nobles called?

Europe, including modern-day France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, and parts ¢

Italy. To help govern the areqa, Charlemagne created y/
A

y
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Charlemagne also created a new system
of money called the livre carolinienne.
Before this, coins were not very consistent
across Europe, which made trade
confusing. His new system was based on
silver coins and this change made it easier

for people to buy and sell goods.
CODE
WORD

Land in Italy controlled by the
——— was known as Papal States.

\..o

PChorlemogne supported education and culture.
At a time when many people in Europe could not
read or write, he believed learning was
important. He invited scholars from across
/ Europe to his court at Aachen. These scholars
helped improve education and started what is
now cdlled the Carolingian Renaissance.
Charlemagne also had books copied and
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He worked closely with the Pop
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Charlemagne had many children an
hard to prepare his sons to rule afj
wanted to keep the empire strong,
his death in 8l4, only one of his son
dlive. Louis the Pious became empg
Charlemagne. Charlemagne died at |
about 72 and was buried in Aachen.
Church declared Charlemagne ¢
although this is not officially recog
the Roman Catholic Church to
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HOW IT WORKS

Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |10 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at
the question at the bottom labeled . -
‘code word". = ggg;

The code word for THAT card number

will lead them to a different card. But

here's the catch... students will NOT

know where to find the code word

answer so they will have to skim,

browse and revisit the reading cards

several times to find the answer they S He dlso cregreg
are seeking. e ed the




COMBINATION

Th|s scavenger hunt is a
winning combination of:

movement

close reading
comprehension skills
mystery words & codes
citing evidence

critical thinking

Everything a teacher dreams of wrapped
up intfo one FUN and engaging activity!
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