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Reading #1 questions
1.   What empire did Alexander the Great defeat?
A. Aztec Empire
B. Persian Empire
C. Roman Empire
D. None of the above

2. Who fought in the Persian Wars?
A. Persians and Greeks
B. Persians and Chinese 
C. Persians and Romans
D. None of the above

Clue #1
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Ancient Greece was formed about 2500 
years ago near the Mediterranean Sea.  It had 3 
periods – the Archaic Period, the Classical 
Period, and the Hellenistic Period. 

Persian  Wars
The Persian Wars occurred from 492 BC 

to 449 BC between the Persians and Greeks.  
The huge Persian Empire stretched from Turkey 
all the way to the ancient Indus River Valley.  
Led by Cyrus the Great, Persians first 
conquered the Median Empire in 550 BC.  Later, 
Persian rule extended to Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
Israel, and Turkey.

Greeks, at the time, sent supplies to some 
of their city-states.  Persia did not like the 
Greeks stopping at outposts in their territory of 
Turkey.  So, they sent warriors to stop the 
Greeks.  The battles of Marathon and 
Thermopylae resulted in wins for Greece. 
Alexander the Great from Greece is credited 
with defeating the Persian Empire starting in 
334 BC. 

Alexander the Great was tutored by the famous 
philosopher Aristotle…

WHEN  HE  WAS

THIRTEEN



Reading #3 questions

Clue #3

6. The Olympic Games honored _____________.

7. The Olympic Games began in _____________ 
nearly 3000 years ago. 

8. Athletes had to promise Zeus that they had 

trained for at least __________ months.
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A pentathlon…

Olympic Games
The Olympic Games began in Greece 

nearly 3000 years ago.  It only had one event.  
These games were held every 4 years, similar 
to today. 

The Olympic Games honored Zeus, the 
king of the Greek gods.  They were held in 
Olympia.  

Olympian athletes had to be a certain age 
and speak Greek.  They also had to promise 
Zeus that they had trained for at least 10 
months.

The goal of the athletes was to win first 
place at an event.  These winners sometimes 
earned money from their home town, got olive 
branches, a crown of leaves, and became 
heroes.

The first year there was only one event 
called the stadion.  Athletes ran the length of 
the stadium.  Other events later included 
wrestling, chariot races, boxing, and the 
pentathlon.  

Fill in the blank
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©Think Tank Too 2020

Th
is

 c
er

ti
fi

ca
te

 g
oe

s 
to

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

Fo
r 

do
in

g 
th

ei
r 

be
st

 
at

 s
ol

vi
ng

 p
uz

zl
es

 
a

nd
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e 

bo
x!The number found in 

Puzzle #1 MINUS 12.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 18.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #3 Decoder #4
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1 2 3 4 5

1 D B E A C

2 K G H I/
J

F

3 L P N O M

4 T R U Q S

5 Y Z X V W

Go First, then go


