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Student  Directions
Make sure you have a yell ow, blue and green highlighter or crayon. You will also 

need a pen or pencil.

Read the passage, mark your text, answer the questions on the back.

Complete BOTH sides of the worksheet.

Reading 
Passage

Text 
Marking 
directions

Words to 
know list
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Sample Passage



Words to Know
Debts - money owed
Rebellion - An act of resistance
Legislature - Law making body

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

was among those leading a rebellion against these 
problems. This series of protests grew into a group of men 
carrying guns that became known as Shays’ Rebellion.

Farmers began their calls for justice peacefully. They 
owed money and fel t unappreciated and ignored. These 
peaceful efforts became angrier as groups of protestors 
blocked courthouses where farmers were being sent to 
prison for unpaid bill s. While the Massachusetts legislature 
appeared to offer understanding, at the same time a law 
was passed all owing sheri ffs to kill any of the protestors. 
The governor of Massachusetts, James Bowdoin, decided to 
confront the protestors with an armed military force. This 
stopped the rebellion, but it did not stop the desire for 
change. At the next election, the voters of Massachusetts 
voted to remove Governor Bowdoin from office. 

The resul ts of Shays’ Rebellion highlighted why some 
viewed the Articles of Confederation as too weak to handle 
a problem between state and federal issues. Those 
supporting a strong, centrali zed government were called 
Federalists. Others were more interested in maintaining 
power with the states, and they were called Anti-Federalists. 
Eventually, Shays' Rebellion led to an increased desire to 
create a new Constitution that would increase the power of 
the Federal government.

`In 1786, the United States was a new country. It was struggling to create a successful 
government under the Articles of Confederation. An uprising known as Shays’ Rebellion, 
proved to many people that the country needed a new set of rules.

Farmers in Massachusetts were strugg ling to keep thei r farms. After serving as 
soldiers in the Revolutionary War, they fel t they had not been paid fai rly. Businesses wanted 
the farmers to pay for supplies immediately instead of all owing the farmers to pay their bill s 
over time. Massachusetts had no paper money, and gold and silver were di fficult for the 
farmers to come by. Sheri ffs took over some farms, and owners were thrown in jail when 
they could not pay thei r debts. People were also upset that taxes were higher than they had 
been before the Revolution. A farmer named Daniel Shays, a Revolutionary War veteran, 

Shays’ rebellion

Why did farmers 
protest?

Who was the governor 
of Massachusetts?

Group that supported a 
strong central government

yellow

BLUE

GREEN
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Check the correct answer

True or false

approval
taxes
judicial
executive
judicial
weak
articles
Congress
ratified

Word search

When were the Articles of Confederation rati fied?

How many states requi red approval to change the Articles of Confederation?

What was the only branch created under the Articles of Confederation?

Fill in the blank

1781 1783 1787

9 1 1 13

Executive Judicial

The Articles also failed to create a 
Judicial Branch, the Supreme Court, 
to deal with the interpretation of the 
laws the Executive Branch created. 

The biggest problem with the Articles 
was that it did not all ow the central 
government to collect taxes.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

After gaining independence from Great Britain, the American Colonists did not 
want to create another power ful _________________________ government.

The Articles gave Congress the power to pass laws, but no power to make 
sure the laws were ____________________________.

Articles  of  confederation
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Legislati ve



Words to Know
Majority - more than hal f
Delegates - representatives
Compromise - each side gets a lit tle of what they want

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

Edmund Randolph presented an idea which was 
called The Vi rginia Plan. It increased representation for 
states with large populations, weal th, and land. It also 
triggered an argument over whether slaves should be 
included in the population count. The Southern states were 
in favor of this because it would increase their numbers 
and also their power in Congress.

The smaller states thought this was unfair, so William 
Patterson presented The New Jersey Plan. This plan 
all owed all states equal power no matter how many people 
li ved in each state or how much land they controlled. The 
New Jersey Plan would be one vote per state to honor the 
independence of all thi rteen states. Both sides believed 
their plans were better, and neither side wanted to back 
down.

Eventually, parts of both plans were combined in 
what was called the Great Compromise. The Legislative 
Branch of government would have two houses. The lower 
house would be based on how many people li ved in each 
state, with larger states having more representatives. The 
upper house would have the same number of 
representatives from each state, gi ving the smaller states 
the same power as the larger states.

In need of a better plan for their new government, representatives from all states 
were invited to meet in Philadelphia on May 25 , 1787. Many arri ved believing they would be 
working to fi x the Articles of Confederation, but a majority voted to create a brand new 
set of rules. Some argued that i f they had known that would be the plan, they would not 
have shown up. After much debate, it was agreed that this would be a Constitutional 
Convention, and they chose George Washington to be the president of the Convention..

The people attending the convention were called delegates. Each state, except Rhode 
Island, sent multi ple delegates during the Convention, but when it came time to vote, each 
state received only one vote. This was an advantage to the smaller states. When discussing 
how to share power in the Federal government, the delegates from small states disagreed 
with the delegates from larger states.

Constitutional  convention

What was the Great 
Compromise?

Who was president of 
the Convention?

What was the New 
Jersey Plan?

yellow

BLUE

GREEN
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Check the correct answer

True or false

Senate
Congress
President
Executive
Courts
Judicial
Branches
Amendment
balances

Word search

Which amendment gave women the right to vote?

Which branch includes the Commander in Chief?

Which branch includes the federal courts?

Fill in the blank

13th 16th 19th

Legislati ve Executive Judicial

Legislative Executive Judicial

The creation of three branches was 
known as “checks and balances.”

So far, there have been forty-seven 
amendments, or changes to the U.S. 
Constitution.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

The Commander in Chief has authority over the armed 
_____________________.

The House of Representatives has members based on the 
________________________________ of each state.

The  U.S.  Constitution
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